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By FRANK AMATO 


Welcome wrestling fans to 
another edition and so onward 
Into the happenings of the world 
of wrestling ..... THE WILD 
SAMOANS, AFA and SIKA have 
finally won the WWF World Tag 
‘Team Championship. They 
defeated defending champs 
IVAN PUTSKI and TITO SAN- 
ТАМА in a one fall match at the 
Spectrum in Philadelphia. 
HANDSOME JIMMY VALIANT 
turned from villain to mat hero 
down south and lost his AWA 
Southern Title to PAUL ELLER- 
ING. Paul is managed by JIM- 
MY HART who had managed 
Valiant ..... GEORGE WELLS 
still holds 0.8. Title version in 
Bay areas of San Francisco. 


Көп Patera and manager The Grand 
Wizard display newly won WWF Inter- 
Continental belt. 


Wells 1s also appearing in Cen- 
tral States areas ..... DINO 
BRAVO has regained Canadian 
Heavyweight Title ..... TED 
DIBIASE still reigns as NWA 
Mid-South North American 
Champion ..... JACK BRISCO 
and JIMMY GARVIN have the 
Florida Tag Team belts .. 

HULK HOGAN still remains 
undefeated in WWF rings after 
several months. HULK and AN- 
DRE THE GIANT battled {оа 
“No Contest’ recently ..... KEN 
PATERA recently became a dou- 
ble champion within weeks of 
each other. He captured the 
Missourt State Title from KEVIN 
VON ERICH. He also upset PAT 
PATTERSON in Madison Square 


Ivan Koloff rakes the eyes of his 
‘opponent. Ivan and Alexis Smirnoff 
regained Georgla tag belts. 











Garden for WWF Inter- 
Continental Heavyweight Title. 
White Patera was pinning Patter- 
son the referee failed to see 
Pat's foot on lower торе... 
MIKE GRAHAM still holds NWA 
International Championship 

. KILLER KAHN is being 
managed by MASAO HATORI in 
Mid-South ..... DUSTY RHODES 
1s not only feuding with TERRY 
FUNK but DORY FUNK, JR. as 











enemy BIG JOHN SUDD IN “Loser 
Leave ‘fown Match" in Mid- 
Atlantic region ..... AWA World 
Heavyweight Champion NICK 
BOCKWINKEL being chased by 
CRUSHER AND DINO BRAVO 
..... PEDRO MORALES former 
WWF World Heavyweight Cham- 
pion has returned to WWF after 
five year absenoe. Pedro has 
won all his matches and looks 
terrific, He also told BRUNO 
SAMMARTINO to leave 
something of LARRY ZBYZSKO 
for him. Welcome back Pete ..... 
JUNKYARD DOG AUSTIN took 
the Louisiana Title from ERNIE 
LADD ..... GREG VALENTINE 
and RAY STEVENS upset RICKY 
STEAMBOAT and JAY 
YOUNGBLOOD for NWA World 
Tag Team Title ..... MIGHTY 
IGOR won Detrolt version of 
U.S. Title from THE SHEIK in 
Steel Cage ..... DUSTY RHODES 
still has Southern Heavyweight 
belt in NWA ..... BRUISER and 
BRUISER FRANK BRODY are 
still waging war in WWA land. 
Brody still has WWA belt ... 
MANIAC MARK LEWIN has 
‘Texas State belt, Lewin also 
severed ties with manager GARY 
НАВТ..... Down Georgia way 
CHIEF JAY STRONGBOW is 
feuding with ERNIE LADD ..... 
CHAVO GUERRERO has the 
Americas Title ..... BULL 
RAMOS won the Mississippi 
State belt from IRON MIKE 
SHARPE ..... GEORGE GULAS 
and ROCKY BREWER hold Mid- 
America Tag Team belts .... 
TOMMY RICH recovered from 
broken leg by AUSTIN IDOL and 
got his revenge by regaining 
Georgia TV Title from Idol ..... 
Who is that masked grappler 
known as MR. FLORIDA іп that 
state? ..... KENNY SINGELTON 
and JERRY HOWARD hold 
Southwestern Tag Team Title 
(continued on page 8 
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‚+++ NWA Mid-South Brass 
Knuckles Champion is COWBOY 
BILL WATTS ..... CRAZY LUKE 
GRAHAM and GORGEOUS 
GEORGE JR. hold North 
American Tag Title of Puerto 
Rico ..... MR. WRESTLING 11 
regained the Georgia State Title 
from AUSTIN IDOL when out- 
side interference by BARON 
FRITZ VON RASCHKE helped 
pave the way. Now Idol and 
Fritz are at each other’s throat 
. RON STARR won the NWA 
World JR. HEAVYWEIGHT 
Championship by beating 
England's LES THORNTON in 
that long awaited tournament. 
Thornton vowed to win in 
rematch and did just that and 
won the belt ..... BRUNO 
BAMMARTINO'S feud with 
LARRY ZBYZSKO ів far from 
over. Bruno won via a countout 
Over Larry in Madison Square 
Garden. Bruno te seeking Steel 
Cage Bouts in Philadelphia and 
Pittsburgh so far ..... TOJO 
YAMAMOTO upset BOBBY 
EATON for Mid-America Title 
..... KEVIN VON ERICH lost the 
American Title to PROF. TORU 


Pedro Morales wears WWF World 


belt when he was the champion. 
Pedro has returned to WWF rings. 
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TANAKA but regained tt in 
Dallas rematch ..... RANDY 
SCOTT and JOHN BONELLO won 
Detroit version of U.8. Tag Team 
Title from JOHN and RICK 
DAVIDSON ..... OX BAKER 
made some TV appearances in 
WWF but left soon after. He was 
being advised by THE GRAND 
WIZARD ..... DAVID VON 
ERICH won via a countout over 
NWA World Heavyweight Cham- 
pion HARLEY RACE in Texas. 
Race left the ring when things 
became obviously too hot for 
him....RIC FLAIR regained 

the NWA U.S. Heavyweight 
Championship from JIMMY 
SNUKA. . . . ROGER MASON has 
the Mid-America Title won from 
STEVE TRAVIS who had upset 
TOJO YAMAMOTO. . . EL 
OLYMPICO has returned to WWF 
rings after five year absence. 
PAUL ELLERING and ALI 
HASSAN captured AWA Southern 
‘Tag belts from BILLY ROBINSON 
and KEN LUCAS but later lost the 
belts to DENNIS CONDRY and 
DAVID SCHULTZ, That was short 
lived however as ROCKY 
“SOULMAN” JOHNSON and 
HANDSOME JIMMY VALIANT 
took the belts from Condry and 
Schultz. Canadian Tag Team 


Ricky Steamboat (left) and Jay 
Youngblood (right) recently lost NWA 
World tag title to Greg Valentine and 
Ray Stevens. 


‘Champion of British Columbia 
are RODDY PIPER and RICK 
MARTEL... . Pacific Coast 
Champion is BUDDY ROSE. 

МВ. HITO and МЕ. SAKURADA 
managed by J.J. DILLON hold 
the American Tag Team belts in 
Texas. . . . BILLY ROBINSON 
has the CWA Heavyweight title 
after beating SUPERSTAR BILLY 
GRAHAM in a tournament. 

‘This tournament was held 
because reigning champion 
JERRY LAWLER became injured 
from non-wrestling accident and 
had to reltnquish the belt. . . . 
RICK MoGRAW gaining popularity 
with each victory since arriving 
recently in WWF. ... DAVID 
SAMMARTINO, son of Bruno, has 
left Texas rings for Puerto Rico 
and Central America rings, While 
1n Texas Bruno and David teamed 
upand wona match. . .. Received 
word that TIGER JEET SINGH 
upset ANTONIO INOKI for NWF 
beltin Japan. ... VERNE 
GAGNE and MAD DOG VACHON 
still reign as AWA World Tag 
‘Team Champions but ADRIAN 
ADONIS and JESSE VENTURA 
are giving them rough 

moments, . . . TATSUMI FUJINAM 
still holds WWF JR. HEAVY- 


continued on page 25 


Mighty Igor is a bloody mess after 
another vicious brawl with arch enemy 






















He had everything a clean-cut, honest, scientific wrestler could ask for. He 

was making good money from his matches, winning no less than 85% of them. 

He was very popular with mat fans, the press, promoters and many fellow 

wrestlers. He always received good notices from his matches. Yet it wasn't 

enough. There was more. Muchmore and Larry Zbyzsko wanted it. What more 

could there be? Zbyzsko had once been voted Rookie of the Year in the WWF. 
- He had held the TV Championship of California and—held the WWF World Tag 

Team Championship with Tony Garea. His opponents knew they had their 
hands full with Zbyzsko during a mtach. He was well respected. It was 
deserved. 

Now itall has changed for Zbyzsko. He decided to change it. Mat fans feel 
for the worse and the press have yet to decide either way. Promoters refuse to 
offer any opinion. Wrestlers who once called Zbyzsko friend now give him a 
wide berth. To them the name Larry Zbyzsko is a dirty word. 

What did Zbyzsko do to warrant this? Did he commit some horrendous 
crime? In a way he did. Not a crime on society like stealing or murder. That 
Could be well understood as an act of weakness or temper. To mat fans 
ZbyzskÓDerformed the unpardonable sin. He tured on a friend, a very close 









TELLS ALL: 
"1 WAS TIRED 
OF BEING - 
SAMMARTINO’S 
FLUNKY! 


F 4: 1 2215 why Һе 
turned оп his one-time idol, resulting in 
L3 turning а once great relationship into one of 
„> р | wréstling's biggest feuds. 
+з 
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Zbyzsko clamps on this Abdominal 
Stretch submission hold on Bruno 
‘Sammartino during one of their 
bitterly fought matches. 























‘At the height of popularity, Larry 
Zbyzsko and Tony Garoa wearing the 
WWF World Tag Team belts 


friend. More than just a very close 
friend, one who was like a big 


brother...Bruno Sammartino! 

There may be mat fans who might 
say, "So what. Big deal it was 
Sammartino,” Yet, Sammartino was 
more than very close friend to Zoyzsko. 
Much more. He treated Larry like a 
kid brother. Being very proud of 
what Larry had accomplished in 
wrestling. He should because he 
trained Zbyzsko for wrestling. He 
took а twelve year old boy and 
nurtured him for bigger and better. 
things. 

Why did it all tum sour? The 
answer of course lies with Zbyzsko 
himself. Normally Zbyzsko would be 
cordial to the press but this time he 
was cold and indifferent. He says,” I 
didit for me. | was tired of being 
Sammartino's flunky. Tired of 
always being labeled 'Bruno's 
protege.’ Tired of being told | 
wrestied just like Bruno. Tired of 
being compared to the great legend 
Sammartino’ Tired of working my 
butt off and still not getting the 
recognition | deserved. Tired of 
working my butt off and winning but 
‘Sammartino getting the full credit 
because he trained me. Tired of 
having the legend give out 
comments about my wrestling while 
doing his TV commentary. I became 
fed up with the whole load 
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Zbyzsko spit out the words with 
pure venom. His face screwed into a 
snarl, “What | accomplished in my 
career | did it myself. | took the falls. 
took the injuries. | worked myself. 
up the ladder of success. Bruno 
trained me and it ended there. He 
didn't wrestle for me, taking the 
lumps. But boy did he take the glory. 
Well | shoved that glory down his 
legendary throat! 

This obviously wasn't the same 
Larry Zbyzsko. He was more mature 
now. Not like the young novice who 
started his mat career in his home 
town of Pittsburgh, which is where 
Sammartino hails from. That was in 
1972. From the very beginning 
Zbyzsko was indeed compared to 
Sammartino but why shouldn't he? 
His style and maneuvers were like 
Bruno's. At that time Zbyzsko was 
happy about the close comparison. 
He said back then, “I may wrestle 
like Bruno but then he trained me. It 
has to rub off. I'm proud of it. Bruno 
has never trained anyone before. | 
want Bruno to be proud of me and 
what I accomplish in my career | 
owe itall to my friend Bruno” 

Those words may be haunting 
Zbyzsko today. They should but not 
according to Zbyzsko. Не. 
comments, "When! said it I meant 
every word but things change. 
Times also change. People change. 


Hossien Arab is a victim of an 
Abdominal Stretch submission hold. 








I changed and so did Sammartino. 
I'm on my way up and Sammartino's. 
career is in limbo. He's not wrestling 
as often as he does his TV job. His. 
career is nearly over but mine is still 
very much alive. Sammartino is 
yesterday's news and mine is today 
and the future's” 

Zbyzsko didn't change suddenly. 
It had been working on him for quite. 
some time. It may have started 
when he and Tony Garea lost their 
tag belts to Gentleman Jerry and 
Luscious Johnny Valiant. Zbyzsko 
was very depressed after the loss. 
Zbyzsko said then, "'This is what you 
get for staying within the rules. The 
opposition cheat and win. 
Sometimes | think a rulebreaker has 
the better of the deal"'. Yet Zbyzsko 
continued to abide by the rules, 
despite failing to regain the belts. 

Then Zbyzsko and Garea left the 
WWF for a world tour which 
included Japan. While there 
Zbyzsko teamed with the 
notorious Stan Hansen, the man 
who broke Sammartino's neck, a 
few years ago. When Zbyzsko did 
return it was minus Garea. Larry 

uld say, “We decided to cool it 
for awhile. We were getting stale as 
ateam. 

Zbyzsko continued to wrestle in 
the WWF and win. Then one night 
Bruno tried to interview Larry who 
brushed right past him. Then it 
happened again, Bruno didn't know 
what to say about it. He figured 
Larry had things on his mind. If he 
only knew. 

Finally, Zbyzsko spoke out on TV 
and said, ‘I'm tired of being called 
Bruno's protege. I'm better than 
Bruno and to prove it | challenge 


When а mat favorite, Larry Zbyzsko 
wrestled the likes of Stan Stasiak who 
has Larry caught from behind. 





Zbyzsko sends Gentleman Jerry 
Valiant across the ring with this Armwhip. 


him to wrestle me." In the next few. 
weeks Zbyzsko kept repeating his 
challenge but Sammartino refused 
wrestle his friend claiming it 
wouldn't be right. Then Bruno 
relented but only if Zbyzsko would 
agree to a scientific bout. Bruno 
said he wouldn't try to beat Larry 
only counter his holds. Larry agreed 
but said he would beat Bruno 
regardless how he felt about it. 

From the outset of this match 
Bruno countered Larry at every turn. 
This made Larry more determined. 
‘Sammartino the teacher was 
teaching Zbyzsko the pupil all over 
again. Then as the match continued 
Bruno bumped Larry by accident 
which caused Larry to fall from the 
ring. As Bruno held the ropes open 
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for Larry to re-enter the ring Larry 
attacked Bruno with illegal tactics, 
eventually using a chair over 
Bruno's head, leaving Bruno semi- 
unconscious and bloody. Bruno was 
carried from ringside on a stretcher. 
Zbyzsko was now hearing boos and 
Jeers for the first time in his eight 
year career. To the shocked fans he 
was a traitor. 

What had gotten into Zbyzsko? 
He said proudly," I just showed how 
great Sammartino isn't. Look who 
was beaten. Look who was carried 
out. I'm the new living legend. Bruno 
knocked me from the ring on 
purpose to embarrass me. 501 
taught him a lesson. Nobody 
humiliates me, not even Bruno." 

Bruno had been hurt physically 
but the hurt was minor compared to 
the hurt in his heart. Bruno said, "T 
can't believe what Larry did. | didn't 
try to humiliate him. I wrestled him 
the way I said I would. I taught Larry 
tobe decent. He's turned his back 
on decency. He wants a war and I'll 
give him one but this time | won't 
hold back. l'Il beat Larry and show 
him who is the master. He wants a 
scientific match, I'll give him one. He 
wants a braw! he'll get that. In the 
end I'll come out the winner. 

Ali through the WWF Bruno and 
Larry have battled with the matches 
turning from scientific to brawling. 
As luck would have it Sammartino's 
temper has caused him to get 
disqualified in a few. Their wild 
match at Madison Square Garden 
saw Bruno's temper explode after 
Zbyzsko's illegal tactics failed to 
stop Bruno. Sammartino had to be 
restrained from choking the life from 
Zbyzsko by referee Dick Kroll and 
Bruno's manager Arnold Skaaland. 

Bruno says of these matches so 
far," Larry has been using illegal 
tactics to try and beat me. For this 
he will pay dearly. | swear it. 

Larry comments, "Sammartino 
uses his animalistic ways to beat me 
because he's desperate. I'm better 
than him and he knows it. I'll win out 
in the end. Bruno's past history. 

Larry Zbyzsko seems proud of 
himself. He's turned his back on 
decency, Bruno and the fans. He 
carries the mark of traitor. Larry 
may be proud but was it worth it? 


Zbyzsko has yet another Side 
Headlock on his opponent Hossien 
Arab. Notice that fist is ready again. 
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The popular Hawaiian 
prefers to wrestle 
by the rules. 
However, when he 
gets angry, 

he can quickly 
turn the tables 
and dish out 

the punishment 

as The Alaskan 
found out. 


By ALLAN BOLTE 


He didn't seem the same. Gone 
was his happy smile; gone was his 
friendly hand shake. As he sat 
in his dressing room, he stared at 
the cold cement floor. 

Dean Ho was upset. During his 
last few matches he wasn't as 
fast, and his timing was slower 
than usual. He was becoming 
rougher by the match and found 
himself breaking rules automati- 
cally. He wasn't happy with the 
way things were going. 

"| think | probably just need а 
nice vacation away from the 
wrestling world,” Ho said, still 
staring at the floor. “l'm not 
changing my ways. The last thing 4 
want to do is turn on the fans and 
my tag partners to become a 
villain. | believe rules are 
made to be followed and my atti- 
tude there will never change; 
mark my words 

"I've been wrestling profes- 
sionally for 14 years and | just 
don't get enough time away from 
work. Now, I need the time. 

“А lot of fans don't realize the 
time, energy and effort that 
wrestlers put into sport. Some- 
times | wonder if the promoters 
realize it, either. My phone is 
always ringing and it's a different 
promoter from a different part of 
the country (continued on page 18) 


(Photos by Mike Lano and Frank Amato) 
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“I GAN 
ONLY BE 
PUSHED 


50 FAR!” 




















continued from page 17 
wanting me to wrestle for him. I 

feel complimented; it's nice to know 
T'm in demand. But, enough is 
enough; I need some time to 
myself.” 

Ho was born in Honolulu, Hawaii 
36 years ago. The majority of his 
time was spent studying and parti- 
cipating in football, wrestling and 
swimming. Unlike many of the 
professional athletes of today, Но 
did well academically in school 
Upon graduating high school, he 
continued his studies in college, 
majoring in physical education. 

“I always loved sports," he. 
recalled. It seemed right úp my 
alley. | was always huskier and 
stronger than most of the other guys 
my age, so | automatically fell into 
football. | was one of the biggest on 
thewrestling team. Sometimes, I'd 
‘end up taking on a guy who weighed 
maybe 20 pounds less than me so 
they were always complaining. 

“There just weren't soo many 
‘guys 18 ог 19 years old who 
Weighed over 200 pounds. So, con- 
sequently I'd end up wrestling guys. 
‘smaller than те. 

“Аз | look back on it, I realize 
all the differences between amateur 
and pro wrestling. Pressure holds, 
like hammerlocks, leglocks, drop- 
kicks or front face locks, aren't 
allowed. Amateur wrestling consists 
of points, and ће man with the most 
points wins. To pin a man, you must 
pin his shoulder blades to the mat 
‘only for the one count. In pro wrest- 
ling, the man must be down for the 
three count. 
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“If you break any rule in amateur 
wrestling, you're disqualified auto- 
matically. In pro wrestling, it's totally 
different. Sure, wrestlers are fre- 
quently being disqualified but not so 
easily. And, pro wrestlers are so big 
and tough. The average pro wrestler 
weighs 240 pounds. I've taken on 
many guys over 300 pounds. Pro 
wrestling is much tougher, believe 
е” 

After high school, Ho joined а 
local gymnasium and acquainted 
himself with the various equipment. 
Within a few months he had 
muscled up and was gaining weight 
in the arms and chest. He grew to 
230 solid pounds and, by age 22, 
he weighed 242. 

Ho started his wrestling career 
wrestling as Dean Higuchi, and was 
successful in tag team as welll as 
individual competition. He formed a 
successful tag combination with 
popular Tony Garea, and the two, 
as Tony Garea and Dean Ho, de- 
feated many top teams throughout 
the east coast. They drew large. 
crowds, and the two were undefeated. 
They on WWF world tag team belts 
from Prof. Toru Tanaka & Mr. Fuji. 
They later lost the belts to Jimmy 
& Johnny Valiant. 

“Iwas proud of Tony,” Ho said 
witha smile. "He was a great 
partner. He was always behind me. 
Our timing was excellent. We were 
victorious, and the fans loved us. 
Sure, we had some hard times оп 
the mat as а team, but basically 
we worked well together. Tony is a 
big, strong athlete—6 2", 260 solid 
pounds. He is a fine man and a good 














sport. Right now, Tony is wrestling. 
in different parts of the world. 

"Ме finally split up after teaming 
together for almost two years," Ho. 
said. "We got different offers from 
promoters in different parts of the. 
country. We still were successful, 
but we weren't quite as good as 
when we first started. So, we 
mutually decided to break up for a 
while. I'd like to team up with him 
again someday soon, Who knows 
we just might.” 

Ho has made many friends in the 
wrestling world, and doors are open 
for him wherever he goes. Promoters 
prefer having him on their cards, 
simply because a large crowd is 
usually anticipated. Fans enjoy 
coming out to see him wrestle 
because there's always plenty of. 
action whenever he’s in the ring 
But, he sometimes is disappointed 
over the constant changes of wrest- 
ling. 

"Sometimes it bugs me that. 
wrestlers come and до,” Ho said. 
"You team with one for three ог 
four months, then they get better 
offers to wrestle somewhere else. 
Wrestlers are in demand all the time, 
and it's hard to keep track of where. 
my favorite tag partners are, incase 
Iwant to team with them again. 

"у haven't been doing too much 
traveling lately, but it doesn't mean 
— start up again. Гуе mainly 
been wrestling throughout the San 
Francisco Bay Area. | love it.” 

Ho started his pro career in 
Hawaii. He had watched televised 
wrestling matches for years but 
never considered entering the game 
"until friends told him how good he'd 
be as a pro wrestler 

“I loved the matches and some 
of the topnotch wrestlers like Ray 
Stevens, Bruno Sammartino, Verne 
Gagne, Pat O'Connor and Peter 
мама. But, I never.considered 
breaking into the business. | didn't 
know where to start or who to ask 
about it. 
inally, one day, | took a look at 
myself in the mirror and thought 
1 should seriously look into it. The 
only thing | knew then was that | 
The only thing | knew then was that | 
told myself if | did break into wrest- 
ling, I was going to wrestle by the 
rules because | knew | had the ability. 
1 wasn't going to be an animal 
like The Sheik, Freddie Blassie or 
Abdullah the Butcher." 

When Ho finally did enter the 
wrestling game, the fans took an 

















immediate liking to him. He was kind 
tothe fans, and always signed auto- 
graphs and posed for pictures. And, 
he followed the rules. 

“Му first few matches were sur- 
prising for me. I nearly had my arm. 
broken in the first one. I sprained 
my ankle when | fell through the 
ropes in my Second match, and in 
the third one, my opponent almost 
cracked open my skull. But, I kept 
with it 

“Within my first year I started 
making a name for myself. | lost 
my first few matches but that didn’t 
bother me. | kept looking ahead. 1 
knew that with experience and time, 
I'could climb toward the top of the 
ratings. 

“But, without sounding like I'm 
bragging, I never got tired of it 
Nowadays, a lot of wrestlers, parti- 
ularly the younger ones, have a few 
matches and they either quit 
because they can’t take it, ог 
because they find out it's not what 
they expected. | stuck with it.” 

Throughout the years, Ho's style 
and attitude hasn't changed. He still 
believes rules should be followed 
and he does his best to follow them. 
According to Ho, wrestling is а 
sport, and the wrestlers should act 
accordingly. 

“It doesn't take any ability ог 
knowledge to choke, gouge or kick 
ап opponent," he said as he 
removed his shirt and neatly placed 
iton a hanger, getting ready for his 
match. "| respect the wrestler who 
follows the rules and who has the 
build of an athlete. | think some of 
the finer wrestlers of today are Bob 
Backlund, George Wells, Dino Bravo 
and Chavo Guerrero. Each of them 
is fast in the ring, extremely capable, 
and they're good athletes and good 
sports, On my eyes, that's the 
makings of a good wrestler. And, 
each of those four is a topnotcher. 

"I'm really surprised at some of 
the guys like Bruiser Brodie or Ernie 
Ladd. They're both unusually big 
and strong. Brodie is 63", 300 
pounds of muscle. Ladd is 6'9”, 
330 pounds. So, why do they break 
the rules? It doesn't make sense. 
They could win their matches just 
as easily if they followed the rules. 
They don’t need to break the rules. 
Their size and strength is enough. 
ljust don't understand it.” 

Ho enters the ring prepared for 
any eventuality. He can fight fire with 
fire, and isn't ashamed of breaking 
rules when an opponent gets too far 








out of line. If his opponent starts it, 
Ho will finish it. 

“Like | said, wrestling by the rules 
is right up my alley. But, I'm not 
going to stand there and let some 
guy kick, hit or choke me. Г! fight 
back. | have a temper that explodes 
when I feel someone is trying to take 
advantage of me. I can only be 
pushed so fa 

Ho's recent feud with 262-pound 
Mike “The Alaskan" York in Зап 
Francisco's Cow Palace ended in 
wild, bloody brawls. In their first 
encounter York slammed Ho's head 
against the comer post, cutting him 
open. Ho was a bloody mess, and 
the referee ruled that he was cut 
too badly to continue. But Ho 
wanted to wrestle on, bloody or not. 
He was so enraged at York that he 
clamped on his sleeper hold and in 
а matter of seconds York lay on 
the mat unconscious. 

Later that week, Ho contacted 
Promoter Roy Shire and insisted on 
a rematch with the stipulation that 
the bout would not be stopped if a 
wrestler is cut and bleeding, York 
‘agreed to the conditions, and Ho 
defeated him. Many fans insisted Ho 
was wrestling like a wild animal, 
breaking rules left and right just as 
York had done: 

“Now, there’s another example 
of my attitude," Ho said. "Here's 
a man who played with me for too 
long- knew that York is a mean, 
vicious wrestler but | still accepted 
his original challenge. When he 
broke the rules like he did, 1 got 
upset. hada right to. He cut me 
open and | had to get stitches. So, 

I paid him back. He had it coming. 

“Ho's favorite type of match isa 








Blood pours from Ho's face. 


clean, scientific one where both he 
and his opponent are wrestling by 
the rules. Ho has mastered leglocks, 
takedowns and scissors holds, and 
he utilizes them during sucha 
match. 

Ho's toughest opponents have 
been Don Muraco, The Sheik, the 
late Moondog Mayne, and York. He 
admits that each is a brutal, power- 
ful grappler who will do anything 
within his power towin a match. 

He respects their strength, but not 
their roughhouse attitude. 

Ho's favorite area for wrestling is 
Hawaii and California. “1 love the 
sun,” he said with a smile. “I just. 
can't get enough of it. Swimming is 
one of my favorite hobbies and | try 
toget out in the water whenever 
1 can. The problem is, I just don't 
seem to have any leisurely time. 
Wrestling keeps me busy about five. 
or six days'a week, 

"I haven't hada vacation in over 
three years. Like | said; I need one 
badly. My idea of a good vacation 
would be to get away, maybe toa 
resort area where there's plenty of 
fresh, clean water and sunshine and 
open air. I'd like to relax in the 
Sun and sunbathe, and swim or surf. 
Be able to do whatever | wanted 
for about a week. That would be nice. 

"But, I'd still work out with 
weights. A man who has developed 
a big, strong body can lose It if he 
stops conditioning. You'll become 
fat and lazy and | don't want that 
to happen to me.” 

Ho is in demand by promoters all. 
‘over the country. Between wrestling 
in the ring, traveling, and working 
оша! the gyms, he has little time 

icontinued on page 57 















































By BRENT SHULZ 


Fritz Von Erich has long been 

a feared name in wrestling. Now 
that his three sons have turned 
pro, Von Erich’s deadly Iron Claw 
hold has been passed to each one. 


There are many wrestling families in professional wrestling, such 
as The Currys; The Grahams; The Funks; The Guerreros; The Gagnes; 
The Gilberts and of course The Von Erichs. They all have one 
thing in common! The son or sons have followed in the foot- 
steps of their famous dads. 

If you should take a trip to Texas and ask any wrestling 
fan about a famous wrestling family they will say Von Erich. The 
wrestling Von Erich family consists of Fritz Von Eirch the patriach and his 
three sons, Kevin; David and Kerry. 

Fritz Von Erich is known the world over. He's been at the wrestling 
game for over two decades. For many years he was considered one 
of the most hated, roughest and violent villains ever to appear in the 
squared circle. In the Indiana and Ohio areas fans still talk of his wild 
matches with the likes of Bobo Brazil: Dick the [continued on page 22 
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THE VON ERICHS 
‘continued from page 20 


Bruiser and The Sheik. 
Fritz had some of the most blood- 
iest matches ever against these 
wrestlers. His famous or infamous 
Iron Claw Hold destroyed many 
wrestlers. Some even had to retire. 
after meeting up with Fritz. As Fritz 
applies his Irown Claw hold toan 


‘opponent's face, it would rip the skin. 


from the forehead. The more blood 
Fritz would spill the more violent he 
would become, the more pleasure 
he took in using his Iron Claw. 

That was Fritz Von Erich of old. 
For the past several years he has. 
become a mat favorite but his style 
has remained the same, saving his 
more vicious tactics for mat 
meanies. This change took place in 
Texas. 

Fritz says of his wrestling style, 
“I've never asked for mercy and 
never gave any. In that ring go out 
to win. l'bwrestle my way of old or 
wrestle scientific. | let my 
opponents set the style.” 

Fritz has held many titles in his 
long illustrious mat career, namely. 
The American Championship. 
several times; Texas State Title; 
American Tag Team Title; Rocky 
Mountain Title; North American 
Title; Northeastern Title and U.S: 
Title. 

The one title that has eluded Fritz 
throughout his long illustrious mat 
career has been World Champion. 
Fritz has not given up on that quest 
but does look into the future fora 
Von Eirch to hold the belt. He has 
three good chances in his three 
sons. With their mat career's well. 
ahead of them the possibility of one 
of them attaining the ultimate goal 
have the odds in their favor. 

Fritz smiles when he talks of his 
three sons," | can't help but be 
proud of them. They have done very 
well for themselves so far. They 
have made their own way and made 
their names well known in wrestling. 
I give them advice on certain 
‘opponents but never tell them how 
towrestle. They insist on doing 
things their own way. I must respect 
thatand I do." 

The oldest brother is Kevin, then 
‘comes David, who is the tallest and 
the Kerry. Kevin stands 6'2” and 
230 pounds. David towers at 6'7” 
and 240 pounds. Kerry is 6/1 * and 
228 pounds. Their ages are Kevin 
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23; David 22 and Kerry 20. They are 
young and have much experience to 
gain but they are Von Erichs. 

All three have received their 
baptism of fire in Texas. Since then 
they have toured the Southwest; 
Mid-Atlantic region and the east 
coast. They plan to keep moving 
about to wrestle any and all types of 
wrestlers. They sometimes four 
single or team up, depending on 
their mood. 

Kevin and David have won the 
‘American Tag Team Title as well as 
the American Championship in 
individual competition. David and 
Kerry have won the American Tag 
Team Title and Western States Tag 
Team Title. Kevin has gained the 
Missouri State Title from rugged 
Dick Murdoch and held this 
illustrious belt for several months 
until recently, losing it to power- 
house Ken Patera in SI. Louis. 

The three Von Erichs prefer to 
wrestle within the rule books but if 
‘opponents prefer rough tactics then 
they can wrestle that way as well 
Fritz saw to that when he helped 
train his brood when they decided 
that wrestling would be their way of 
lite 

They are also adept at high f 
maneuves as Dropkicks, Flying 














David Von Erich is the tallest brother 
2167", He also has Texas stars on 
his ring jacket. 





Headscissors and other aerial 
maneuvers. They can easily apply 
such submission holds as the 
Abdominal Stretch, Bostoncrab and 
Figure 4 Leglock. Their pet hold, of 
course, is The Iron Claw which Fritz 
taught them. 

The boys have faced some very 
tough competition in their short but 
successful careers, 
Mark Lewin;Bruiser Frank Brody; 
Dick Murdoch; EI Gran Marcus; 
Professor Toru Tanaka: The Spoiler; 
Mr. Skaruda; Mr. Hito; Superstar 
Billy Graham; Ox baker and NWA 
World Heavyweight Champion. 
Harley Race. 

Both Kevin and David have faced 
Race several times each. They 
managed to hold Race to a draw and 
beat him in none-titie matches. 

Kevin recently beat race ona 
technicality during a title match. 
Many fans who witnessed this highly 
exciting contest in St. Louis saw 
Kevin nearly win the belt from а 
desperate Race. 

Says Kevin, “If that match had 

‘continued on page 24 














Kevin Von Erich is the oldest at 23 
and an excellent bet to become 
world champion. 
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continued from page 22 
continued much longer 1 would have 
been champion. Race was getting 
tired. He's a real tough competitor 
but | had him going. If | can do this 
much at this stage of my career then 
the belt could be mine very darn 
soon. My brothers are very good and 


intime they can beat Race, even 
now they could. We all have the 
determination to win. One of us is 
bound to win the beit or perhaps all 
three". 

David and Kerry agree with Kevin 
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and add, “We have a triple threat 
between us. Also don't forget da 
He's still in there plugging away." 

As the Von Erichs continue their 
stride toward the ultimate goal of 
World Champion promoters are 
fining up to sign them for their cards. 
Their attitude of not turning the 
other cheek and will to mix it with. 
opponents have made hem crowd 
pleasers. 

Kevin says, “Dad taught us never 
toturn the other cheek. If we get 
Punched or kicked then punch back 














Kerry Von Erich wears stars of Texas 
оп his wrestling trunks. Kerry is the 
youngest of the wrestling brothers. 








or kick back double. Once your 
‘opponent respects you then he 
starts to fear you. A scared 
‘opponent will make mistakes. Dad is 
an excellent teacher. Whatever we 
become we owe it all to him" 

Their futures are bright. Success 
has come to them very early. They 
are still learning. Sooner or later one. 
of them may well wear the belt of 
World Champion. Perhaps all three 
will wear the belt before their mat 
career is over. The future is all 
theirs. 





WRESTLING CONFIDENTIAL 
(continued from page È 
WEIGHT Tite... TONY ATLAS 
and KEVIN SULLIVAN took the 
Georgia Tag Team Title from. 
IVAN KOLOFF and ALEXIS 
SMIRNOFF only to lose them 
back tothe Russians when ROCK 
HUNTER manager of Ivan and 
Alexis used a “doctored” towel 
on Atlas. . . . THE HOOD, a 
masked wrestler in Los Angeles 
areas, is under close scrutiny on 
his use of a Piledriver. Hood 
wants title match with CHAVO 
GUERRERO... GORILLA 
MONSOON seems to be wrestling 
on regular basis again in WWF. .. 
RON STARR out on west coast, 
їп both Southern and Northern 
California, and his style is more 
roughouse than scientific... . 
PAK SONG and TAKACHIHO up- 
set DICK MURDOCH and BOB 
“BULLDOG” BROWN for Central 
States Tag Title. New champs are 
managed by SCANDOR AKBAR. 
PROF. TORU TANAKA has Texas 
Brass Knuckles Title. . . . BOBBY 
EATON and STEVE RAGAL have 
both turned to villainous ways 
їп Kentucky-Tennessee areas... .. 
MASKED SUPERSTAR won Mid- 
Atlantic TV Title. ... ROGER 
“RIP” KIRBY and GENTLEMAN 
JERRY VALIANT took WWA Tag 
‘Team Title from BRUISER and 
SPIKE HUBER. , . TERRY 
ORNDORFF appearing in Mid- 


Dusty Rhodes looks worse for wear after battle with Terry Funk. 


South Fégion teaming on occasion 
with brother PAUL ORNDORFF.... 
Наз CAPTAIN LOU ALBANO 
finally crossed over that line of 
sanity? Lou has put silver 
streaks to sides of his hair and 
pierced his cheeks with earrings! 
Lou says, “I'm just another pretty 
face". CHIEF STEVEN LITTLE 
BEAR has returned to action 
after being out of action for year 
accident. He's back in Mid- 
South. . . TONY ATLAS and KEN 
PATERA could be starting a feud 
in WWF. They engaged in Arm- 
‘wrestling contest on WWF TV 
but Patera upturned the table 
when looking like loser. Atlas 
eyeing Ken's WWF Title. 
MICHALE HAYES and TERRY 
GORDY lost Mid-South Tag Team 
belts to TED DIBLASE and PAUL. 
ORNDORFF but regained them. 
Then JUNKYARD GOD AUSTIN 
and BUCK ROBLEY took the belts 
from Hayes and Gordy. . . . NWA 
World Heavyweight Champion 
HARLEY RACE beat title bid 
from RIC FLAIR in 8t. Louis. 
LARRY ZBYZSKO became the 
winner of annual 16 man over 
the top Battle Royal in Madison 
Square Garden. Larry outlasted 
last three contestants PAT 
PATTERSON; COWBOY BOB 
DUNCUM and DOMINIC DeNUCCI 
for prize of $15,000. . . LUSCIOUS 
JOHNNY VALLIANT wrestling in 
Pittsburgh-Ohio area. . . PAUL 








ORNDORFF and KEN MANTEL 
waging feud in mid-south 
stemming from 1980 Arm wrest- 
ling contest for that title which. 
Paul won but Ken attacked 

Paul... THE MANCHURIANS 
are hot team in Kentucky- 
Tennessee. ... . . . COWBOY 
TOM PRITCHARD doing very well 


World Heavyweight Champion 
BOB BACKLUND won wild and 
bloody battle with KEN PATERA 
1n Madison Square Garden Texas 
Death brawl. Bob used metal 
chair to clobber Ken and then 
pinned him from dive off the top 
turnbuckle. . . . BOB and RICKY 
GIBSON still going strong in Mid- 
America rings. . . Samoan HIGH 
CHIEF PETER MAIVIA teamed 
up with fellow kinsmen SAMOANS 
AFA and SIKA for six man tag 
match in Madison Square Garden. 
‘They lost to IVAN PUTSKT; TONY 
ATLAS and PAT PATTERSON. 
DEAN HO feuding with MIKE 
“ALASKAN” YORK in San 
Francisco areas. ... BUGSY 
MoGRAW still waging war with 
former manager SIR OLIVER 
HUMPERDINK'S crew in 
Florida. . . .DON MURACO holds 
Florida State belt. ... FRED 
BLASSIE managing STAN 
HANSEN for second time in 
дарап tour. Now HULK HOGAN 
went there to join Fred. . 
DICK MURDOCH and BRUISER 
FRANE BRODY have splitas 
team and waging war with each 
other... . STAN STASLAK 18 
back wrestling in mid-south 
region. . . Wrestling fans wonder 
how they can get envious job held 
by Prof. Elliot Marin. Elliot’s 
dob consists of taking wrestling 
jackets, robes, belts, etc in many 
WWF arenas. Good work Prof. . . 
Are promoters trying to 

negotiate title match between 
NWA World Heavyweight 
Champion HARLEY RACE and 
WWF World Heavyweight 
Champion BOB BACKLUND?. . 
BUDDY ROBERTS back in mid- 
south rings. . . .ANGELO MOSCA 
doing well in Toronto, Canada. . 
Well this concludes another 
Wrestling Confidential column. 
‘This reporter welcomes any and 
ail information from wrestling 
fens on results and happenings 
inyour area. Write to FRANK 
AMATO; 80 COUNTISBURY 
AVENUE; NORTH VALLEY 
STREAM, NY. 11580 
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Frankie Lane clamps a chinlock on Jose Rivera. 
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cowboy hat. 





we got tired of beating Carlos 
Colon, The Invader, Jose Rivera. 
Victor Joyica week after week. 
Dutch and | felt we both needed a 
change. That's why we decided to 
return to the States and wrestle as 
singles. Right now Dutch is in Knox- 
ville, Tennessee and doing very well 
for himself and as you can see I'm 
not doing too badly either. 

Cowboy Frankie Lane began his 
professional wrestling career in 
1968. Lane started in Calgary in 
Western Canada under the 
guidance of former wrestler and 
promoter Stu Hart. After his first 
match it was evident that Lane was 
headed for stardom. In his first few 
years аз а professional Lane wrestled 
throughout Canada and in Detroit. 
1n 1972 Lane entered California and 
immediately the "popular" Cowboy 
won the Americas heavyweight belt 
as well as the Pacific Coast titie. 
From there Lane embarked upon а 
world tour which took him to Hong 
Kong, Japan, Australia, New Zealand 
and finally to Europe. Returning 
to the States Lane wrestled mainly 
in the Detroit and Ontario, Canada 
region. Upon his return Lane had 
developed the rough, rugged style 
that has since become his trademark 

“At first | was only feeling my 
way. | was still searching for an 
identity, a style to use in the ring, 









































Rivera is stretched out In pain. 
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Lane works over Ronnie Sexton. 


said Lane. “Eventually | hit upon a 
winning combination and through 
the years I've only had to make 
some minor adjustments depending 
оп my opponents. І base my style 
on the basic wrestling approach but 
I do have several specialty holds 
that | use to come out on top. Some. 
of these include the Bulldog Head- 
lock, the Texas Lasso, the Suplex, 
the Sleeper and the Running Stam- 
pede. | use whatever's best for me. 
at that particular time. | don't favor 
any hold over the other, but am 
very well adept at applying each 
one." 

Through the years Cowboy Frankie. 
Lane has been involved in a raging 
feud with one of the top villains 
in the sport, the Sheik. These two 














have no love for eacn other and if 
their paths ever cross again Lane is 
determined to put an end to him 
‘once and for al 

This thing between the Sheik 
and | goes back quite a few years’, 
disclosed Lane. “When first 
started out in the sport Sheik dislo- 
cated my back, broke my arm and 
literally tried to tear me to pieces 
Since then we've met several times, 
but I still haven't gotten the sweet 
revenge that I'm after. | will never 
forget the hurt and humiliation 
which he caused me in those early 
years, but | will get even. Our 
paths have not crossed in quite 
some time, but | know that someday 
they will and when they do he better 
be expecting the battle of his life." 





A serious Lane. 





Dutch Mantel often t 
Another man whom Lane is looking 


to settle a score with is the 
former NWA champion, Terry Funk 
Funk and Land had a real knock- 
down, drag-out Texas brawl in 
Puerto Rico and when the match 
was over Lane was minus a few 
front teeth. “The man got me that 
time; but his day will come", said 
Lane. "He slugged me with a pair 

of brass knuckles he had concealed 
in his trunks and knocked out m 

teeth. l'm not mad at what he did 
because | probably would have done 
the same thing to him. In fact, next 
time we meet that's exactly what 
I'm going to do. I've already chal- 
lenged Funk to another Texas Death 
Maich but he has yet to reply. | 

think the tall, Texan is scared of 
cowboy from Galgary." 

For the time being Lane is dividing 
his time between commitments in 
Canada and the Mid-Atlantic area 
awaiting his return to the sunny 
Caribbean. “I've always liked 
Canada", he said. "I was raised in 
Calgary, and I've done quite a bit of 
competing in Toronto, Ontario and 
the other provinces. The weather is 
notas hotas in the Caribbean, but 
the action is just as exciting. Right 
now | intend to continue wrestling in 
Canada, and also in the Chariotte 
area with the hopes of winning а 
I've been around a long time now 
and | know all the ins and outs 
of the sport. With my wrestling 
knowledge and wide diversity of 
Maneuvers | should have no trouble 
atall winning another title, Once | 
finish up here then I will be returning 
to the Caribbean to continue my all 
‘ut assault on the wrestling world.” 


Mantel and Lane seem unconcerned. 
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Jones tosses Dewey 
Robinson over the ropes. 




















WHY S.D. JONES 
THREATENS TO QUIT 
WRESTLING 


After eight years 
on the circuit, 

the popular Jones 
has really 

never made it big. 
However, with 
anew weight and 
anew outlook, 

ће 15 determined to 
go all out fora 
championship or quit. 


By JACK O'SHEA 


It's always nice to see someone finally make it after 
many years on the road. Some wrestlers are fortunate 
enough to get to the top practically overnight, while 
for others, it takes a long time and a great deal 
of hard work to get to the point where they are 
successful. And, this is the position where the talented 
S.D. Jones now finds himself. After eight years of 
traveling from city to city, living out of motel rooms 
in ош! of the way places, suffering bumps and bruises 
all over his body, S.D. Jones is now living the life 
of aking. Well, not quite, but much better than he has 
in the past. Recently in Charlotte, N.C. our paths 
crossed once again and it was great to see S.D. 
in such a wonderful frame of mind. Relaxing in his 
condominium in a suburb of Charlotte, S.D. reviewed 
his recent endeavors. “I really like it here”, he 
said. “The people have been /continued on page 32 
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continued from page 30 
Since entering the Mid-Atlantic 
area, Jones has been diligently 
working out four times a week 
besides jogging every day. This 
new exercise and weight training 
program has enabled Jones to 
slim down from 284 pounds to a 
‘suave 240 pounds! With this 
drastic weight loss Jones can 
| now move around the ring as 
| quick as anyone in the sport. 
"| feel great!,” Jones stated 
| while patting his flat tummy. 
| “With the weight loss | сап now 
move faster and it has not 
affected my strength in the least. 
| In fact, | even feel stronger at this 
|| weight than | did when | was 284 
pounds. When I started out | was 
light. | weighed about 220 and the 
people said | resembled Dory 
Dixon; but gradually through the 
years | put on weight in hopes of 
competing with those 
heavyweights up north. | think | 
made a big mistake because if! 
had always been this weight! 
would have fared much better in 
my earlier years. | bet the boys up 
north won't believe the 'new' me, 
but | hope to go back there some 
day and this time | know "II do 
much better than before. 
Actually, this is only Jones’ 
‘second tour out of the WWF in 
the last eight years. The first time 
he left was in 1973. For two and a 
half years Jones stayed on the 
road traveling to Los Angeles, 
Georgia, Florida and Tennessee. 
While in Los Angeles, Jones 
teamed up with another 
namesake, Tom Jones, and 
реда re брау captured ща The referee holds up the arms of Топ) 
— team title. While in {he referee holds —— y 
'ennessee Jones also won that 
area's title. Returning to the WWF 








Following a strict training program, Jones dropped his weight to 240 pounds. 





in 1976 S.D. started out very well 
but aftera while he fell back into 
the same old bad habits. For 
three more years Jones wrestled 
in the WWF never really attaining 
main event status. At times he 
displayed flashes of brilliance, 
and it was always evident that he 
had the talent to make it big. 
Traveling to the Mid-Atlantic area 
in September 1979 has to be the 
turning point of his career. 
“Before 1 came here,” Jones 
recalled, “I was tired of the travel 
and all the other negative things 
that go along with this 
profession. After 7⁄2 years I felt | 
had reached the end of the road. | 
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Jones works out in a gym. 





figured that this tour would be my 
last and then | would pursue 
another job. Гуе had several other 
tempting offers but | just never 
wanted to give up the life in the 
ring. Finally, | decided this was it. 
1 came to Charlotte with the 
intention of doing my best, but if 
my best wasn't good enough then 
Lam going to return home and do 
something else. | was like a boxer 
on the ropes in the 15th round. | 
didn't want to give up, and | know 
that's what saved me. started to 
work very hard. | went to the gym. 

I watched my weight. I listened to 
everyone | could and it has paid 
off tremendously."* 

Right now the future looks very. 
good for S.D. Jones. He's paid his 
dues and he's ready to start 
winning some major titles. Don't 
be too surprised if some day you 
see S.D. Jones wearing a 
championship crown 
nice to me and I'm finally getting 
top matches. It took quite a bit of 
time, but it was well worth it. Now 
Тат finally able to see how the 
other half lives.” 

For the greater part of his 
career S.D. Jones toiled in the 
WWF rings. Although he may not 

‘continued on page 64 
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= KEN PATERA: 
"PLL GET THAT 
PUNK BACKLUND!” 


STORY AND PHOTOS By FRANK AMATO 
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Patera has things well in hand with ч 
this Side Headlock on his. 

who's pulling Ken's blond locks. Ken Patera and his manager in the WWF terri- 
tory The Grand Wizard were greeted with boos, 
Jeers and other tirades in the form of foul 
language, as they entered the ring. Patera was decked 
out in his usual colorful ring costume of jacke! 
cape with matching pants trimmed with sequins 
and his name also in sequins. Patera leered out 
at the fans, snubbing them. Wizard also wearing 
one of his colorful ensembles with matching tur- 
ban, pranced about the ring. 

After the ring introductions Wizard kneeled on 
one knee and pulled Patera's costumed pants 
ever so gently from his legs. This of course was 
greeted with catcalls and whistles. Patera yelled _ | 

t the fans to show the proper respect They ig- f 
nored his demands and continued even more | 
loudly, 

Across the ring Patera’s opponent waited 
rather nervously. Patera at 6' 1" and 265 of solid — | 
muscle and blond hair glares at his opponent who | 
is under six feet and twenty pounds lighter and 
5һоп оп ring experience, The bell rings and 
Patera charges out fast with two quick forearms 
to the neck of his opponent, dropping him to his 
knees. Forearm smashes normally are not that | 
devastating but when Patera delivers them they 1 
are, He's considered by many the strongest Ё 
wrestler in the world. | 

Patera smiled and struck a pose flexing his 

















The powerful blond-haired villain is furious about 
his matches against the WWF champion. “I've 
been cheated each and every time,” claims Patera. 
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ИНЕ 
Ken Patera and his manager The 
Grand Wizard show off the inter- 
Continental championship belt just 
minutes after Patera d 


muscles. Patera sent two kicks to 
the mid-section which dropped his 
‘opponent. Then Patera delivered a 
flying elbow to the neck. Patera 
easily lifted his opponent and 
delivered a Bodyslam. Patera 
flexed his muscles once again and 
yelled out his now familiar “Get 

up, boy," to his opponent. 

Patera then took his opponent by 
the arm and whipped him off the 
ropes and met him with a waiting 
elbow to the chest. The opponent 
was up on rubbery legs and Patera 
coming from behind grasped him 
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ited Pat Patterson. 


Patera sends his opponent over his 
shoulder with this well executed Snapmare. 


$ 


Patera drives a vicious knee into the 


spine of Pat 


егзоп during their 


historic title match. 


into a Full Nelson and proceeded 
to swing him around and around 
several times. This was Patera’s 
dreaded Swinging Neckbreaker. No 
wrestler has ever broken free from 
this hold. The match was over in 
less than two minutes. 

Back їп their dressing room 
Patera and The Grand Wizard 
seemed pleased with themselves. 
Wizard said quickly, “Кеп was 
риге poetry in motion. Not а move- 
ment was wasted. | told Ken not to 
waste time with that nothing. We're 
saving our best for much bigger 








fish’ 

Before the match in the dressing 
room Patera admired himself from 
а big mirror Wizard held for him. 
Patera and Wizard repeated that 
action. Patera says, “Мо! a hair 
out of place. Not a trickle of per- 
spiration. | could beat bums like 
that all night. | may decide to take 
оп two opponents at one time or 
even three. I'm so great and 
powerful it would be child's play. 
I'm the greatest." 

The Grand Wizard is the new 
manager of Ken Patera in the 








Pi 








WWF. Back in 1976 when Patera 
first arrived in the territory his 
manager was Captain Lou Albano. 
It was Albano who had been in- 
strumental in turning a scientific 
wrestling Patera into а rule- 
breaker. Now Wizard guides the 
career of Patera who likes the new 
arrangement. 

How did the management 
change from Albano to Wizard? 
Wizard comments, "When Ken 
was here with Albano years ago | 
admired him. | like his style. | knew 
I could make Ken a champion. Not 


jatches closely and waits to 
administer more damage to an ob- 
viously hurt Backlund. 





that my friend Lou Albano couldn't 
Albano's a master manager. In fact 
1 even helped Lou with tips on 
Ken's style in offensive and deten- 
sive tactics. So some months back 
| was bringing back Cowboy Bob 
Duncum to this area and Lou was 
bringing in Patera. Albano always 
admired Duncum so we put our 
heads together and switched con- 
tracts. Both Patera and Duncum 
were happy with this new 
development 

Patera says happily, "You can't 
get anyone better than Wizard 








behind you. This man had two 
wrestlers under him who won the 
WWF World Heavyweight Cham- 
pionship in Stan Stasiak and 
Superstar Billy Graham. Not taking 
anything away from them, but I'm 
better than they are so I'll be the 
third to win the belt from 

Backlund’ 

When Patera last appeared in 
the WWF he tried unsuccessfully 
to wrest the gold belt from Bruno 
Sammartino and later Bob 
Backlund, matches in which Patera 
has bitter memories. Says Patera, 
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Pulling for all his worth is Patera 
with this Armpull on his opponent. 


Patera hi 





powerful Chiniock 








clamped on his arch enemy Pat Patterson. 


“Sammartino never beat me. He 
never pinned me or made me sub- 
mit to а hold. He won by tech- 
nicalities and pure luck. Don't get 
me wrong about Sammartino. In 
my book he's the toughest wre 
I've ever faced and the strongest. 
Yet the man never could beat me 
totally. The man never ran from me 
and always met me head on. | ad- 
mire Sammartino for that. In time 
even Sammartino will admit that 
Patera is the better man.” 

On the subject of Bob Backlund 
а deep note of disgust crept in 
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Patera's voice as he said, “This 
punk doesn't deserve the title. I'll 
beat him. I've been cheated each 
and every time in our matches of 
late. Look at our matches at 
Madison Square Garden. The first 
time the referee was knocked out 
but 1 had Backlund pinned 
Backlund recovered and we fought 
on and next thing the ring was 
flooded with other wrestlers to 
separate us. The second match 
had Backlund's new buddy Pat Pat- 
terson as the special referee. | 
knew there would be biased ги 








ngs 








Noted for his superior power Patera 
uses this Bearhug on WWF World 
‘Champion Bob Backlund. 





against me. Sure enough Patterson 
counted me out and he attacked 
me with the help of Backlund. Now 
Туе sworn to get even with both of 
them 

Patera still seeks the belt from 
Backlund but now he eyes the 
WWF Inter-Continental Champion- 
ship of Pat Patterson. Says Ken, 
"I'll take the beit from him easily. 
Sure Patterson can roughouse it 
with the best but he's not in my 
class. I've promised Wizard to pre- 
sent him with the belt and | will”. 

The Grand Wizard made his teel- 








ings known, "Кеп is hot about Pat- 
terson. With my help Ken will strip 
Patterson of the belt because | 
managed Patterson to this title and 
1 know his every move. Patterson 
is doomed" 

Recently at Madison Square 
Garden the long awaited title 
match between Patera and Patter- 
son took place. It turned into a wild 
confrontation with both wrestlers 
taking turns torturing one another. 
Then Patera tossed Patterson hard 
into referee Gil Roaman and the 
collision sent both collapsing to the 


The Grand Wizard holds up a big 


mirror so Kon. 


lera can admire 


himself before his tum to wrestle. 





mat. Patera quickly seized this op- 
portunity to cover Patterson as the 
shaken referee counted the fatal 
pin, not seeing Patterson's foot on 
the lower strand of rope. Patera 
was the new champion. 

Patera was ecstatic over his vio- 
tory as he hugged his manager in 
the dressing room. Says Patera, 
"I'm the new champion just like 1 
said it would happen. Wizard's 
book on Patterson was perfect. 
This belt is second only to Back- 
lund's and I'll take that, too. Right 
now I'm offering challenges to any 








Patera's face shows a mean look as 
he uses this Chinlock to make Chief 
Jay Strongbow suffer. 


bum out there with guts to try and 
beat me. Only nobody will beat me. 
I've resolved to show no mercy in 
my matches. I'll cheat if | must but 
l'Il win. They tell me Patterson's 
oot was on the ropes but he put it 
there after the count. This belt 
belongs to Patera”. 

Ken Patera the self-proclaimed 
strongest man in wrestling nas 
gained new heights. And a new 
title. He's not satisfied and wants 
Backlund's belt. With Wizard 
behind him it may happen. Don't. 
bet against it. 
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He was sitting down on a stool surrounded by a crowd 
of reporters after another sensational victory in the 
Greenboro Coliseum. Lately, that's the way it's been 
after every match for the sensational Minnesota native, 
Jim Brunzell. 

Brunzell has been wrestling in the Mid-Atlantic 
area for little more than a year and in that time the. 
good looking Minnesota native has become the talk 
of the south! Before arriving in the Mid-Atlantic territory, 
Brunzell wrestled for close to five years in the AWA 
territory. During his stay there, Brunzell wrestled as part 
ofa team with his close friend Greg Gagne. Together 
the “High Flyers”, as they were affectionately called, 
never ceased to amaze everyone with their sensational 
wrestling skills and overall expertise. The most memorable 
‘occasion of their time together was the night "Тһе 
High Flyers” captured /continued on page 44 


Brunzell delivers an elbow smash to 
the head of Swede Hanson. 
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CRITICS 
WRONG 


By GREG NAPOLI 







There was no finer tag team around 

than Brunzell and Greg Gagne. 
But Brunzell wanted more—a 
chance to prove that he 
could win a championship 
all by himself. 
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the AWA tag team title After several 
years of trying to make it to the top, 
Jim Brunzell and Greg Gagne 
gained that enviable position. 
Together Brunzell and Gagne 
defeated every top team in the ring 
buton a softball field, the “High 
Flyers” could still be flying high 
today. Unable to defend their belts 
due to an injury to Brunzell, the AWA 
had no recourse but to strip the 
“High Flyers” of their title. Pat Pat- 
terson and Ray Stevens subse- 
quently captured the belts and upon. 
Brunzell’s return, the two fan 
favorites were just not able to defeat 
the new titles holders. Frustrated, 
Brunzell left the AWA area settling in 
the Mid-Atlantic territory. The move 
may have been the best thing that 
could have ever happened to 
Brunzell. 

"Coming here | was determined 
to shed my image as only a tag team 
competitor,” Brunzell stated. “I feel 
that had become type castas only 
a tag team wrestler, and | was 
determined to prove to the promotors 
44 WRESTLING TODAY 








А happy Brunzell after winning his match. 





around the world that | was just as 
good in a singles bout. It took some 
time to do this, but eventually I 
proved this point to everyone by. 
winning the Mid-Atlantic heavy- 
weight title.” 

Towin the Mid-Atlantic title, 
Brunzel defeated Ken Patera in one 
of the wildest bouts ever seen in the. 
Mid-Atlantic area. “Prior to my 
victory | had faced Patera several 
times and | knew exactly what to 
expect from him once I stepped 
inside the ring," Brunzell stated 
“I was ready, and luckily сате out 
on top. Winning this title was a real 
thrill for me because it was the first 
major title that | had won on my 
own." 

Now with his newly won title in his 
grasp, Brunzell found himself being 
Challenged by every top wrestler 
inthe country. And, the good looking 
Brunzell successfully defended his 
title night after night against all 
of the top competitors. But, all good 
things must come to an end, and 
Brunzell's reign came to a screech- 








ing halt at the hands of veteran 
great, Ray Stevens, on Thanksgiving 
night. Disappointed, Brunzell 
mapped out a plan to help him 
regain the title. Finally, after weeks 
of heavy workouts, jogging and 
‘mental concentration Brunzell faced 
Ray Stevens on Christmas night and 
wound up with a wonderful Christmas 
present! 

“Ray Stevens has to be one of the 
best wrestlers in the sport, " 
Brunzell stated, "We've fought each 
other numerous times in the past 
and each match has proven to be a 
very tough battle. But, not I'm one 
upon him having successfully 
regained the title.” 

In the last couple of months 
Brunzell has been engaged ina 
blazing feud with Iran's Iron Sheik, 
the Great Hossien. The two have 
battled each other numerous times, 
butneither has yet to score a clear 
cut victory over the other. Brunzell, 
when questioned about Hossien 
replied, "I have complete confidence 
in myself and | feel that soon | 
will defeat him decisively. 

“Hossein, as you probably are 
aware, is one of the greatest 
wrestlers in the sport. His scientific 
knowledge is second to none and 
his strength is simply awesome 
for a man of his stature, Add this to 
the cunning, vicious ways of his 
manager, Gene Anderson, and you 
have the makings of a very strong 
combination. Since capturing the 
Mid-Atlantic title, I've been fortunate 
enough to defeat many top wrestlers 
and knowing my own strength | 
feel that | will be able to effectively 
counter these two individuals."* 

Since Jim Brunzell has been con- 
centrating on singles matches he 
has not had too much time to 
wrestle in many tag team bouts. 
But, when he does get an opportunity 
towrestle as part of a team, 

Brunzell loves to team with either 
Ric Flair, Tony Garea or S.D. Jones. 
“Jones, Garea and Flair are definitely 
my top three choices as a possible 
tag tag team partner. All three are 
sensational athletes and we get 
along just great together. If ever 
there comes a time when I'm sche- 
duled to be on a tag team, I'l 

try to have any one of these guys 

in my corner. But right now, as | 
statea, I'm concentrating solely on 
singles bouts. Besides, you already 
have two of the greatest tag teams 
in the sport competing right in this 
area. In my opinion, Jay Youngblood 





and Ricky Steamboat are tops and 
on the other side of the coin Ray 
Stevens and Pat Patterson are 
equally as talented. It would really 
be interesting to see just how well 
Greg Gagne and | would fare 
against either of these teams.” 

As Brunzell made his remark 
a twinkle came to his eye. Does 
this mean that the team of "The. 
High Flyers" may be re-uniting 
sometime in the near future? When 
asked the inevitable question 
Brunzell replied, “Who knows? 
Anything is possible. Greg апа! 





are still very close. We parted 
‘company amicably and to say that 
we won't ever be joining forces 
again is a statement I just couldn't 
make. We both felt alittle break 
would benefit us professionally. | 
needed to get away to better 
myself as a wrestler and by the 
same token Greg needed this too. 
The separation has made both of us 
more complete, more polished 
wrestlers 

After five years of wrestling in the 
АМА mainly in tag teams and semi- 
main events Brunzell has finally 











‘stepped out of the shadows and 
moved center stage directly into the 
spotlight, So far the high flying, 
Brunzell has handled his new found 
success very well. With his expe- 
rience, scientific ability and all 
around dedication Brunzell is 
destined to be опе of the major 

rces in the wrestling world in the 
1980's. 


Ох Baker is victimized by Brunzell's. 
Sleeper Hold. 
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MADISON SQUARE GARDEN BATTLE ROYAL 


16 WRESTLERS BRAWL 











Ivan Putski is getting a pounding by a Samoan Chief Peter Maivia is saved 
Tor Kamata waits for Frank Williams as by Sika from Monsoon's attack. 
Johnny Rodz winds up behind Frank Williams. Putski is battering Sharp. 





Larry Zbyzsko's dream of winning almost 
‘ended here as Dom DeNucci and Pat 
Patterson nearly tossed him out 

but Afa came to the rescue. 


Dom DeNucci and Pat Patterson 
eliminate tough Tor Kamata. 
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| FOR $15,000 TOP PRIZE 


Larry Zbyzsko again is saved from being eliminated. This time Maivia helps Larry from Goulet’s attack. 





Story and Photos 
By FRANK AMATO 


When it was 

finally over,a 

smiling Larry Zbyzsko 
stood glaring 

at the fans who 

booed their 
displeasure at 

his victory. 





The sports palace of Madison Square Garden startéd to fill up. 
with wrestling fans. In the dressing room area the wrestlers 
were making their way to change into their wrestling attire 
There were sixteen wrestlers getting ready for the second 
annual 16-Man Battle Royal. The winner would receive a 
check for $15,000 

Last year the Garden hosted the very first Battle Royal ever 
held there. The winner was Great Hossein Arab. This year the 
contestants were: Pat Patterson; Gorilla Monsoon; Rene 
Goulet; Larry Sharpe; Ivan Putski; Tony Atlas; Samoans Afa 
and Sika; Tor Kamata; Larry Zbyzsko; Dominic DeNucci 
Frank Williams; Cowboy Boy Duncum; Johny Rodz; High 
Peter Maivia; Baron Mikel Scicluna. Three references were 
stationed outside the ring to make sure any wrestler tossed 
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‘Samoans Afa and Sika toss out 
Tony Atlas in this double team effort. 


Larry Zbyzsko watches grand prize of $15,000 before his. 
eyes as DeNucci joins Duncum outside the ring. 
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icontinued from page 47 
over the top rope will leave the ring 
area, once eliminated. 

The rules for this Battle Royal 
were very simple. Any wrestler 
tossed over the top rope by another 
wrestler or wrestlers were 
eliminated. Pin falls or submission 
holds did not count. Any wrestler 
could use any means to hurt. 
another. It was every man for. 
himself: friend against enemy; friend 
against friend and enemy against 
enemy. 

The wrestlers scheduled to 
compete in this spetial attraction 
were rather jovial. A trace of 
confidence were etched on their 
faves. Here is what some of them 
had to say on this upcoming contest. 

PAT PATTERSON: “Гуе been in 
several battle royals and won two. 
These matches can get hairy. | don't 
care who's in my way. l'lluse any 
means to win" 

GORILLA MONSOON: “l'm no 
stranger in these type of matches. In 





Only four remain as Zbyzsko, 
DeNuccl, Patterson and 
Duncum brawl it out. 








An enraged Larry Zbyzsko shows 
no mercy by choking Rene 

Goulet with ring rope. 

fact I won the very first battle royal 
held in New York State about two 
years ago in Nassau Coliseum. That 
prize money will go towards my 
vacation in Europe." 

COWBOY BOB DUNCU! 
pardner these are my kind of 
matches. | can do anything | want to. 
anybody. I'm a brawler by nature. 
Gives me a chance to break some 
bones and get top prize money to 
boot.” 

TONY ATLAS: “There is some 
stiff competition here and this 
match will be tough. I'm ready for 
anybody.” 

IVAN PUTSKI: “My Polish Army 
is behind me. I don't want to 
disappoint them. | won a battle royal 
before. Good match and plenty of 
action." 

LARRY SHARPE: "Will every- 
body be surprised when this good 
looking guy walks away with the 
prize money. I'll shock them all." 

HIGH CHIEF PETER MAIVIA: 

I'm going to win by hook or crook. | 
was vacationing in Hawaii when I 
received word to accept this match. 

1 didn't travel all this way to lose" 

LARRY ZBYZSKO: “There will 
only be one winner and that's me. I 
have my battle plan all set. | know 
exactly what I'm going to do. Mark 
my words. I'll get my hand raised in. 
victory’ 

The wrestlers started to enter the 
ring one by one. Once inside the ring 
the announcer Howard Finkle 
introduced each wrestler. They 
were greeted with cheers or boos 
depending on the mood of the fans. 
Maivia and Zbyzsko received the 
loudest boos. Putski; Atlas and 
Patters the loudest cheers. Then the 
bell sounded 

Suddenly, sixteen wrestlers 
turned their heads every which way, 
attacking who was closest to them. 
Allat once there were several 
matches going on at one time. Ivan 
Putski went after Samoan Sika. Pat 
Patterson battered Tor Kamata. 
Gorilla Monsoon went after Baron 
Mikel Scicluna. Tony Atlas took after 
Peter Maivia. Larry Zybzsko stepped 
through the ropes to safety. 

Rene Goulet went after Zbyzsko 
who was joined by Dom DeNucci 
and they grabbed Zbyzsko inside the 
ring and nearly tossed him out but 
Maivia and Afa stopped them. Then 

continued on page 66 
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The controversial team 
of Afa and Sika have 
been referred to as 
Captain Lou Albano, 


simply laughs and 
shrugs off the charges. 


OPPONENTS 
CLAIM: 

"THE 
AMOANS 
RE TOO 








them for six man tag match. Mi 
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animals. But their manager, . 












Story and Photos By FRANK AMATO 


The loud shrill of a whistle meant only one. 

g. Captain Lou Albano was making his ap- 
pearance and coming close behind him were 
two individuals who had to be seen to be believed. 
They wore ring jackets and black tights. Their 
hair was flowing wild and bushy, like taut 

curly wire. Their eyes were wide and ferocious. 
Their head turned slowly eyeing the fanfilled 
arena, They were Afa and Sika known as The 
Wild Samoans. 

Once inside the ring Аја and Sika stalked 
about almost trance like. They would stop 
momentarily and point towards the lights above 
the ring, point at the faris and then at their 
opponents. Albano blowing his whistle pointed 
to his new tag team, After the introductions Afa 
and Sika removed their jackets and wooden 
clogs from their feet. They wrestle barefooted. 
Both Samoans are over six feet and over 300 
pounds. continued on page 52. 





WILD!” 


" ^». ^ 


High Chief Peter Maivia of Samoa, who found Samoans for wrestling, teams with 
ia happy choking Ivan Putski. 









Sika is all business 
‘ashe yanks hair 

of ivan Putski 
during title match. 
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why!) It reveals the secrets youve 
Always wanted to know! (3) It includes 
the best "how to wrestie" lessons ever 
— to the public! (3) It gives the 
under а new perspective! (4) It» a 





reat prise for wrestling fans, aspiring 
Young wrestlers, sportswriters, and ali 
Who want to learn the Inaide facts! 

а s 


А Super Boxer” is a 
Pros, Trainers 

Managers, Promoters, Self-defense Ad- 

vocates and 

Tt presenta 

areas ot pugi 








thorough education im all 





^BOXINGS 5 KILLER PUNCHES” 
сал elevate you from preliminary status 
to championship greatness. 


Champ Thomas, P.O. Box 18201, 
Denver, Colorado аа 

Please send me: 

( INSIDE PRO WRESTLING. 

(0 ном To Create A Super Boxer. 

(0 Boxing's 5 Killer Punches. 

Tm enclosing $5, including postage and 
handling, for each book ordered 








Name (print) — 
даг... 

—— 
State 
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Sika shows his meanness as 
he squeezes stomach 
‘of WWF Champion Bob Backlund. 


THE SAMOANS 
‘continued from page 30 

Afa and Sika are similar in height 
but Afa is slightly heavier. They both 
sport a mustache. They could pass 
for twins. They are not brothers. 
butcousins. The only way to tell 
them apart is Afa has some tatoos 
оп опе arm. Before they wrestle 
Abano gives last minute instructions 
which Afa and Sika listen intently. 
They nod in agreement to Albano, 

One Samoan leaves standing on 
the ring apron as the other starts 
the match. Seeing no tatoos on the 
‘Samoan inside the ring it means that 
Sika started out. Almost in a bull 
like rush Sika charges his opponent 
ала uses а choke hold. The referee 
forces him to break. Sika, his eyes 
rolling, stares at the referee. Sika 
again charges with punches and 
kicks. His opponent goes down. 
Sika drives his feet into the back 
and head of his opponent. 

Sika tags off to Afa who continues 
to administer the same rough 
tactics. Afa, his eyes rolling, jabs 
his fingers into the eyes of his 
‘opponent. A warning from the 
referee gets a bug-eyed stare from 
Айа. The opponent manages to tag 
off to his partner who gets the same 












tactics from Afa. So the match 
continues as Afa and Sika use. 
quick tags to batter their opponents 

Outside the ring Albano laughs 
loudly and blows his whistle. Afa 
and Sika get rougher as the whistle 
from Albano is heard. They maul 
their opponent in the corner and 
outside the ring. They use fast 
maneuvers to offset any hope their 
opponents may have. Finally, Afa 
lifts his opponent onto his shoulders 
and quickly falls back. Afa's body 
falls backwards still clutching his 
‘opponent. The force of this 
maneuver stuns the opponent and 
fa covers for the pin. This maneuver 
Afa and Sika call The Samoan 
Backdrop. 

In their dressing room Afa and 
Sika towel themselves free of pers- 
piration. Albano is smiling and light- 
ing up a cigar. Albano points to his 
two proteges and says, “I have the 
next WWF World Tag Team Cham- 
pions. They don't have the belts yet. 
Butgive us time and we'll get them. 
The current champions Ivan Putski 
andTito Santana are on borrowed — , 
time. They never would have 
become champions if Gentleman 
Jerry and Luscious Johnny Valiant 

‘continued on page 54 














IF YOU LIVE TO BE 100 — YOU'LL NEVER FIND AN EASIER WAY TO GET GIRLS ... BELIEVE IT OR NOT — IT'S TRUE!!! 





How To Get Girls Through Hypnotism! 


Give Us 5 Days — And We'll Give You A New Modernized Method of Getting 





That Works Like Nothing You've Ever Seen Before — Let Us Prove It 


IT'S the newest ... 
getting girls. 

Its calledS/A Hypnotism. And thousands 
of men like yourself have already begun to 
use this easy-to-master principle to meet, 
date and even seduce girls. 

‘SIA Hypnotism works. It works like noth- 
ing you've ever seen before. And we'll 
prove it 

We'll show you exactly how to use this 
principle to meet more beautiful girls than 
You ever dreamed possible. 

It doesn’t matter how many times you've 
failed with girls before. Nor does it matter 
why you failed. Thats all in the past now 


GIRLS WILL BE NATURALLY 
ATTRACTED TO YOU 


When you begin to use 5/4 Hypnotism, 
you will have one of the most powerful 
Jorces known to man working for you. Most 
girls will see you asa man who they d like to 
et to know better ... much better. Many 
Will be instantly attracted to you. Some will 
simply not be able to resist you. 

Don't gèt us wrong. We're not going to 
give you any magical or super-natural pow- 
св, 

А we are going to do isteach you how to 
use a highly effective, little-known princi 
ple — a principle that is available to any 

an who is willing to make the small effort 
required to leam it 

R. C., Mich., says: "У tried every rick 
Anew to meet girls. But seldom succeeded. 

used just about every pick-up technique 
ever invented. And T still came up empty- 
handed. 

Т маз quite lonely — о say the least. 

Then I heard about SIA Hypnotism. 

T'Il admit... had my doubts at first. Buil 
took a chance and gave ia ry. | had noth- 
ing to lose. 

Well, F trell you... t didn’ ttake me long. 
to see that I had stumbled onto something 
big. Really big! 

Within just 4 or 5 days, 1 was meeting 
‘more beautiful girls than 1 knew what to do. 
with, 

1 started making dates with more girls 
than 1 really had time for 

‘But that’s nothing. You should see some 
f the sexy girls who were actually eager to 
sleep with те? 

Honestly, 1 haven't had this much fun in 
years. Thanks to SIA Hypnotism” 

‘And now. you too, can leam to use S/A 
Hypnotism to meet, date and even seduce 
beautiful gis 

їп а matter of days, you too, will be able 
to walk up to a girl (any girl), and within 
seconds, have her name, address and phone 
number. 

‘And that will only be the beginning. Be- 
cause from that point on, she will agree with 
Practically anything you suggest (within 
reason). 


most modem way of 














That's the kind of power S/A Hypnotism 
will give you. It puts you "in control” at all 
times 

DON'T SELL YOURSELF SHORT 

Now maybe this sounds like a bunch of 
"mumbo-jumbo" to you. If so — let us 
suggest this: 

i your doubts aside for awhile and give 
yourself а chance. 

Notice we said" give yourself “a chance 

This principle works... and all the doubts 
inthe world won'tchange that. But if you let 
your doubts get in your way — and you 
don’t at least give ita try — you'll be selling 
yourself short and robbing yourself of the 
‘success with girls you want so badly 

You don’t need any special education ог 
talent to learn S/A Hypnotism. There are по 
complicated courses to take. 

Simply follow the steps in our easy-to- 
read, easy-to-understand book called 
The Easy Way To Get Girls: Through SÍA 
Hypnotism. 

Read the book through just two or three 
times (with a reasonable amount of concen- 
tration)... and you'll be well on your way to, 
getting all the beautiful girls you ever 
wanted. 

And remember — it doesn't matier what 
‘you look like or how old you are. These 
things mean nothing when you useS/4 Hsp- 
motism. 











MOST UNUSUAL GUARANTEE. 
IN HISTORY OF ADVERTISING 


514 Hypnotism is working for thousands 
of men — and it will work for you. We 
guarantee it. 

In fact, we're going to go ahead and make 
you one of the most unusual guarantees in 
the history of advertising. And here it is: 

Try out the principle of S/A Hypnotism for 
a month. Then ... if you haven't met, dated 
and even slept with more beautiful girls in 
those four weeks than you have in the past 
year, retum the material, We'll rush you a 
Tull refund and more, 


We will send you: 
© 10 dollars (the original amount you 
syed for our material) 


Plus: 

• 15е (the cost of the stamp you used to 
send us your order) 

• 2е (the cost of the envelope you sent 
your order in) 

• Se (for the time it took you to fill out 
the coupon) 

* 102 (for your trouble) 

Think about that for a second. 


Once again: S/A Hypnotism works, And 
like we sad before: “We'll prove itto you.” 
АШ you have to do is send in the coupon 

Every man who is popular with girls has 
his ома special technique he uses to get 
them. Ifyou are lucky enough to be one of 
these successful gentlemen, you don't need 
us of S/A Hypnotism. 

‘On the other band — if you're seriously 
looking Гога reliable, no-nonsense method 
of getting girs: а method that will work 
‘anywhere, anytime .... maybe you should 
Zive S/A Hypnotism an honest try. You may 
Soon find yourself with more girls than any 
ten men put together! 
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then the “INTERNATIONAL 
DIRECTORY OF AMATEUR 
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This world-renowned reference 
book is the only publication of its 
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| ripped up their contracts. They de- 

cided to go it alone and for their 
folly they blew the title. | was happy 
| they did. Without the Captain they 
are nothing” 

Albano told his Samoans to 
shower and then continued his 
interview. Albano said, "Іп Afa and 
Sika | have two men who listen to 
my every word. They are like. 
children getting lessons from their 
teacher. At times | must be extra 
careful because they are wild and 
unpredictable. If they get their 
Samoan temper up they can rip off 
the heads of opponents, break arms 
and legs. | tell them that 
wrestling is only a sport. I tell them 
fo get rough and mean but not tc 
injure their opponents too badly. 
After all, | don’t want them banned. 

Afa and Sika have been teaming 
together for several years. Coming 
from Samoa they were discovered 
by another well known Samoan, 
High Chief Peter Мама. It was 
Maivia who steered Albano towards 
Аја and Sika. Says Albano, “I was 
id by Мама to look at this team. 
| went to Hawaii about a year ago 
and loved what | saw. They were 
just the team I was searching for. 
They held the Hawaiian Tag Team 
Title. They also held the Al-Asian 
Tag Team Title; The Pacific Coast 
Tag Team Title: IWA Tag Team 
Title and The Caribbean Tag Team 
Title. | also must state that most of 
these tag titles they held were given 
| up by Sika and Afa for lack of worthy 











| AFA delivers coup de grace Samoan Backdrop maneuver 


hadn't gotten big heads. They defied 
the Captain. For this | fired them and. 





Ata drives Karate Chop to throat of 
WWF Champion Bob Backlund in this 
title match. 





competition. They grew bored. It 
shows just how great this team 
really is. I must also state | truly 
believe this team is the best I've 
ever managed. They have so much 
talent that | haven't even scratched 
the surface” 

"They are not champions 
because Putski and Sanatana get 
themselves disqualified or counted. 
out. They fear my team. Sooner 
or later they will defeat Putski and 
Santana. We've beaten them a 
dozen times without getting the gold 
belts. | predict my team will have 
the title. I place my reputation on the 
line. You know my track record. I've 
never failed to make my predictions 
come true" 

A few weeks later Albano's pre- 
diction became a reality. It 
happened in Philadelphia at The 
Spectrum. It was a wild and exciting 
match. Putski and Santana fought 
like champions. Afa and Sika 
showed how wild and vicious they 
could get. Then a Samoan Back- 
drop finished off Santana and Putski 
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Айз face seems beyond realm of 
запепевв as he digs fingers 
into neck of hapless opponent. 
received a battering, spilling blood 

Albano was jubilant over his new 
champions, He said, "1 predictea t 
would happen and it surely did. 
This time we made sure we kept 
them inside the ring. No wrestler 
сап survive their Samoan Backrop. 
This victory gives me champions 
for the ninth time. It's a victory well 
worth waiting for 

Albano is far from content with 
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just the tag team belts. He has 
been eyeing the WWF Wcrld Heavy- 
weight Title held by Bob Backlund, 
He says, “Afa and Sika can beat 
Backlund. They have the knowledge 
and experience. With my guidance 
Backlund will also fall" 

Both Afa and Sika have won | 
singles matches when not teaming | 
up. They became top contenders 
for Backlund's belt. Both Аја and 
Sika received title matches against 
Backlund and came close to 
winning it but they failed. Backlund 
even survived The Samoan Back- 
drop. Albano fumes, "Backlund was 
given a very slow count on that one. 
Sika was robbed. l'Il continue to 
press the WWF for rematches’ | 

The wild tactics by Аја апа Sika | 
have come under close scrutiny by | 
the WWF. Opponents call them | 
animals among other things. They | 
say they are too wild for wrestling. 
Albano states, "When you can't 
beat them inside the ring they use 
other methods. It won't happen. Afa 
and Sika are here to stay. My 
lawyers will prevent anything from 
them being banned. My Samoans 
are the greatest’ 
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WRESTLING TODAY 


OFFICIAL RATINGS 


WWF 


WWF World Heavyweight 
Champion: BOB BACKLUND 
WWF Inter-Continental 
Heavyweight Cahmpion: Ken 
Patera 

WWF Jr. Heavyweight 

Champion: TATSUMI FUJINAMI 
WWF World Tag Team 
‘Champions: SAMOANS, AFA-SIKA 
Hulk Hogan 

Ken Patera 

Larry Zbyzsko 

Pat Patterson 

Tony Atlas 

Cowboy Bob Duncum 

Ivan Putski 

Samoan-Afa 

Tor Kamata 

Samoan-Sika 


NWA World Heavyweight 
Champlon: HARLEY RACE 
NWA U.S. Heavyweight 
‘Champion: RIC FLAIR 
NWA World Tag Team 
Champions: GREG VALENTINE- 
RAY STEVENS 
NWA Jr. Heavyweight 
Champion: LES THORNTON 
1. Dusty Rhodes 
12. Kevin Von Erich 
3. Ken Patera 








босмолњома 


4. Ted DiBiase 

5. Tommy Rich 

6. Dick Murdoch 

7. Masked Superstar 

8. Mr. Wrestling 11 

9. Mil Mascaras 

0. Norvel “Junkyard Dog" Austin 


AWA 


AWA World Heavyweight 
Champion: NICK BOCKWINKEL 
AWA World Tag Team 
Champions: VERNE GAGNE- 
MAD DOG VACHON 

1. Crusher 





Dino Bravo 

Super Destroyer 11 
Verne Gagne 
Jesse Ventura 
Jerry Blackwell 
Adrain Adonis 





Chris Markoff 
Mad Dog Vachon 
Greg Gagne 


TOP TAG TEAMS 


1. Greg Valentine and Ray Stevens 
2. The Samoans-Afa and Sika 

3. Jimmy Garvin and Jack Brisco 
4. David and Kerry Von Erich 

5. Junkyard Dog Austin and Buck 

Robley 

6. Pak Song and Takachiho 

7. Ivan Koloff and Alexis Smirnoff 
8. Mr. Hito and Mr. Sakurada 

9. Rocky Brewer and George Gulas 
0. Dennis Condry and David Schultz 


TOP MANAGERS 


The Grand Wizard 
Captain Lou Albano 
Sir Oliver Humperdink 
Bobby Heenan 

Fred Blassie 

Arnold Skaaland 
Jimmy Hart 

Masao Hatori 
Scandor Akbar 

Rock Hunter 


TOPWOMEN 
WRESTLERS 


World Women's Champion: 
FABULOUS MOOLAH 
Joyce Grable 
Vivian St. John. 
Lelani Kai 
Suzanne Ferrara 
Vickie Williams 
Winona Little Heart 
Debbie Combs 
Princess Natasha 
Judi Martin 

Pepper LoBianco 


Seervonsens 


Bosesonseomo 
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DEAN HO 
‘continued from page 19 
for hobbies like swimming or his 
second favorite love, eating. 

“Оп, yes," he said, rubbing his 
stomach." really enjoy good food. 
| like to cook gourmet meals but, 
again, there's the problem of time. 
Big salads, thick steaks, fresh 
vegetables are my favorites. | watch 
what eat so that I don't get fat 
But, really enjoy eating." 

Ho recalled the night a few years 
‘ago when, an hour before his match, 
he ate a meal, 

“I just wasn't thinking, " he said, 
scratching his head. “I knew | 
shouldn't have eaten so close to my 
match. A cup of coffee to hold 
me over is okay, but nothing solid 
Sure enough, after getting thrown 
around in there, | got sick badly 
when I got back to my dressing 
room. | lost all my dinner. The only 
time that happened before was 
When | first started wrestling 
because | didn't know any better, 
and no one told me otherwise. 

Ho is used to midnight dinners 
while on the road. He enjoys 
relaxing in a comfortable, quiet 
restaurant and taking his time, 





Ho applies a side headlock on 
Cowboy Bob Duncum. 





enjoying a nice hot dinner. 

“Most doctors will tell you it's 
nota real good idea to eat a big 
meal late at night before retiring,” 
he said. “But, | have no other choice. 
It's either that or don't eat at all 
Since I'm never in bed before 2 or 
3, considering the time it takes to 
еа! and drive home, | don’t usually 
rise until 10 in the morning. 

"Living the life of a wrestier is 
different, and | really love it. I 
wouldn't give it up for any other. 
But, I don't want to be on the road 





all the time. Now, I'm going to 
only accept a few matches a week 
because I've put in my years to this 
sport. I'd like to spend more time 

оп another money-making venture 
and hobby— landscaping. 

"I've been working on the side 
tor a landscaping firm in the Bay 
Area, and | enjoy being out in the 
sun. it's good exercise and keeps 
me busy. 

A few moments later Ho was 
standing in the ring waving to the 
fans who were cheering him on. 

He was going to meet The Masked 
Avenger in a one-fall battle. 

Eight minutes after the bell rang to 
start the bout, Ho was announced 
the winner with his famous, 
perfected sleeper hold. And, the 
fans loved it. Upstairs in his dressing 
room, he was all smiles. 
he Avenger's tough, but 1 
showed him who was the boss,” 
he said. " spent years perfecting 
this sleeper hold, You have to put 
iton just right for full effects. 
Avenger will have a headache fora 
few days. 

“Неге,” he said, reaching out, 
"let me put you in the sleeper hold. 
You'll see how it feels." 
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George Wells still holds the 
United States Heavyweight 
Wrestling Championship after 
defeating Japan's Takachtho, а 
master of the martial arts, who 
gave Wells three knock-down- 
drag-out brawls in San Fran- 
eisco's Cow Palace. 

During а rematch with no dis- 
qualification, (Takachtho was 
disqualified for using karate 
during thelr first encounter) 
Wells beat his sneaky, cunning 
challenger when Gearhardt 
Kaiser, acting as Takachiho's 
manager, sneaked into the ring 
with his cane and attempted to 
clobber the champ over the head 
with it. 

But the clever Wells was ready 
for him. He grabbed the cane 
from Kaiser, hit him over the 
head with 1t, knocked him out 
of the ring, then jumped on his 
Japanese foe and pinned him to 
win the third fall and the 
match. 

А few days later Takaohtho in- 
sisted on & return match and 
the National Wrestling Alliance 
okayed 1t. But again Wells beat 
him to retain his title. 

Currently waiting for а crack 
at the crown are “Easy” Ed 
Wiskoski, the “Polish Prince,” 
6'5", 287 pound Bruiser Brodie, 
Ron Starr,’Dr. Blood and 
Bomber Ray Evans. 

Wiskoski is unpopular with 
most fans because of his sadistic 
ring tactics. The 6'2", 269 
pounder insisted that he'll have 
a title feud with Wells and that 
not only will he win the crown, 
but, he'll attempt to hospitalize 
the popular king tn a short. 
time. 

“Т haven't refused a challenge 
from anyone, and I never will,” 
Wells said during an inter 
with WRESTLING TODAY. “Гуе 
managed to retain my crown for 
almost eight months and I'd like 
to keep it for another eight. T 
admit Wiskoski is strong and 
tough, but I think I’m ready for 
him. 

“For one thing, I am fully 
aware of the way Wiskoski 
‘wrestles. I'm not knocking him, 
but he cheats a lot, and I can do 
the same. I don't like to, and I 
guess the fans would be surprised 
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tf I started kicking, hitting, 
biting and choking like 
Wiskoski does. But I will if I 
have to. 

“In fact, I’m looking forward 
to these bouts with him. Maybe 
T'I beat him the first time 
around. I'll show him that nice 
guys don’t finish last.”” 

Wells 18 popular with fans 
because of the action he 
generates in the ring, because of 
his warm smile and pleasing 
personality, and because he 
seldom lets them down. Wells 
always comes through, and the 
fans are behind him all the way. 

Ron Starr 18 back on the West 
Coast, defeating opponents in 
the Southern and Northern 
California areas. Btarr's style is 
а bit different now. He seems 
rougher and more sadistic on 
the mat, and he's breaking rules 
more frequently. Why the 
change? 

“Му attitude's a bit 
different,” Starr said. “Before, I 
loved the fans and I cared a lot 
about the other wrestlers. I 
won't say that I don't any more, 
but my feelings have changed. 


Mike York, Gearhart Kaiser and 
announcer and WRESTLING TODAY 
columnist Allan Bolte. 








By ALLAN BOLTE 





“I had а lot of wrestlers take 
advantage of me during the last 
four or five years, and I got 
tired of it. You can't blame me.” 

Starr is tougher with op- 
ponents in Los Angeles than in 
San Francisco. According to 
him, the competition is totally 
different, and he wrestles 
according to who he's taking on. 

Starr is now hated by fans in 
the Los Angeles area. In Вап 
Francisco, he's tougher than 
before but doesn’t seem to be 
quite as vicious with his 
‘opponents. 

"If I'm wrestling a guy like, 
say, George Wells or Pepper 
Gomez, I might wrestle scien- 
tifically and by the rules as long 
as my opponent does, " Starr 
said. “But if he breaks one rule, 
or gets too far out of line, ГШ 
knock the hell out of them and I 
don’t care how I do it, 

“My style of wrestling 
depends totally on who I'm 
wrestling, and my mood at the 
time. Also, the fans’ reactions to 
me changes my attitude as well. 
If they boo and jeer me the 

‘continued on page 60 
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minute I get in the ring, then 
ТЇЇ cuss at them right back. It 
seems that lately, the fans in 
San Francisco like me more 
than Los Angeles. 

“T guess that's because I was 
always very popular there, and 
T loved San Francisco. I defended 
my title there successfully for 
almost a year.” 

While holding the crown, 
Starr defeated such topnotch 
challengers as rowdy Roddy 
Piper, Playboy Buddy Rose, Ed 
Wiskoski, The Masked Avenger, 
Hiro Ota and big Ron Pope, but 
he then lost the crown during 
some wild, bloody brawls 
against Bruiser Bob Sweetan. 

Action has been fast and 
furious in Southern California, 
where Cowboy Tom Pritchard, 
Chavo Guererro, Chief Running 
Hill, Ron Starr, Pampero Firpo, 
Jack Evans and Pistol Pete have 
been wrestling. 

Pritchard, а 23-year-old who 
wrestled successfully in high 
school and junior college, is а. 
good-looking athlete who is 
popular with fans. He prefers 
wrestling by the rules, but he 
has the ability to handle those 
who try to give him a bad time. 

Pritchard has been wrestling 
professionally for two years, 
but in that time he has learned 
plenty. 

“One thing I learned is to 
never take your eyes off of your 
opponent,” he said. “I did it 
and too many times I got knocked 
flat on my behind. 

“Before I got in this business, 
I thought it would be easier 
than it is. I've taken on some 
big, strong and tough opponents 
and I've been knocked around 
quite а bit. But, I still love the 
sport of wrestling.”” 





Pritchard is smaller than most 


pro wrestlers at 5'10”, 221 
pounds. But he’s fast and ex- 
tremely agile, and he often 
spends more time in the afr, up 


and over his opponents, than on 


the mat. There's always plenty 
of excitement whenever Cowboy 
‘Tom Pritchard із in the ring. 
Although he hasn't had a 
crack at the United States 
heavyweight wrestling cham- 
pionship, promoters, wrestlers 
and fans are predicting he'll get 








а title match with the king soon 
and that he's a good prospect 
for winning the crown, 

In Portland, Oregon, and in 
surrounding areas, young Steve 
Pardee, Mike Ellison, and rowdy 
Roddy Piper have been pro- 
viding fans with excitement, 
Both Pardee and Ellison are 
young grapplers on their way to 
the top. 

“Гуе teamed with Ellison and 
he's great partner,” Pardee said. 
“He's right there behind me at 
all times, backing me. And, I do 
the same for him, Neither of us 
have years of experience, but. 
we're learning а lot during each 
match.” 

Promoter Don Owens agreed 
that Ellison and Pardee will go 
far in this sport. ‘They're fast 
and they're extremely 
determined," Owens said. “It's 
a pleasure to have them on my 
cards, The fans come out to see 
them in the ring because of the 
high-flying action they usually 
bring on. They just might win 
the tag titles; I'm keeping my 
eyes on them.” 

Large crowds have been filling 


Dr. Blood. 














































the arenas throughout Oregon, 
and Owens constantly provides 
fans with topflight wrestlers. He 
Delieves in introducing younger 
wrestlers to fans as well as ex- 
pertenced pros. 

Promoter Roy Shire recently 
presented a match in Reno, 
Nevada, where a sellout crowd 
turned out to see Mike “The 
Alaskan” York, Dean Ho, The 
Masked Dr. Blood, The Avenger, 
Kurt Von Brauner of Germany, 
Pepper Gomez and Jerry Monti. 
Tt had been over three years 
since fans in Reno have had a 
chance to enjoy professional 
wrestling. They were pleased 
with the matches, and Shire 
plans on bringing action back to 
Reno soon. 

Fans on the West Coast are 
happy that All-Star Wrestling, 
seen weekly on television, 1s 
back оп major San Francisco 
Bay Area television station, at 
prime time. Promoters are ex- 
peoting crowds to increase, and 
Shire plans on flying big name 
wrestlers in and out of the area 
He is currently making negotis- 
tions for Irish Pat Barrett, 


тот Pritchard, 


Bruiser Brodie, Pat Patterson, 
Ed Wiskoski and The Assassin 
to appear. 

Red Bastien, former United 
States heavyweight champion 
and current wrestling promoter, 
spent а few weeks in the 
hospital for a major hip opera- 
tion, WRESTLING TODAY 
recently visited Bastien during 
his stay there. 

“Гуе been knocked around а 
lot during my 20 years as a 
wrestler,” he said. “Now, I'm 
paying for it. 

“The fans don't realize that 
night after night, week after 
week, the bumps and bruises 
start adding up. I've been 
thrown in and out of the ring 
hundreds of times and now I'm 
feeling it. A younger, stronger 
wrestler will feel the pain only 
for a night or so. But, believe 
me, when you get up їп your 
age, 171 catch up with you, like 
1t did me. I warn all young 
athletes who think they want to 
become pro wrestlers about this. 
Think twice. It isn't all money 
and glory. You'll pay for 
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BENE WEST COAST ROUND-UP 


the damage.” 

Following his recovery, 
Bastien plans on promoting 
matches throughout Northern 
California, in smaller towns, as 
he did before the operation. 

Bomber Ray Evans is raising 
hell these last few weeks. He 
wants a crack at Wells’ title, 
and he said he’s ready for the 
champion. Evans shared the 
Pacific Coast Tag Team Cham- 
pionship with brother Jack, and 
the two defended their crowns 
against top teams before finally 
splitting up. 

"Jack and I made other com- 
mittments, that's all, no hard 
feelings," was Ray's response. 
“I wanted to wrestle more in 
single matches, and that’s what 
I'm doing now. I want a title 
match. I'll show all the fans 
that youth is the answer in 
wrestling. The young wrestlers 
now are the champions of 
tomorrow. I want to knock 
around some of the older, more 
experienced wrestlers.” 

Evans in speaking of his feud 
with Pepper Gomez of Mexico. 
Gomez, a 25 year veteran of the 
mat, wrestled to a time limit 
draw with Evans, but then lost 
to him during a no-time limit 
rematch. 

“I beat Gomez in the middle 
of the ring and that's паї," 
Evans shouted. “Gomez is an 
old man, and he shouldn’t be in 
the ring. I don't care how many 
titles he has held, or who he has 
beaten. He'll never beat me. I'd 
like to put him in the hospital 
and show him that his career is 
Over." 

What Evans failed to mention 
is that during their rematch he 
used an object that momentarily 
knocked Gomez out, setting him 
up for an easy body press. The 
referee didn’t catch the sneaky 
Evans so he got away with the 
dirty work. The feud isn’t over; 
Gomez wants a rematch. 

The Mike "The Alaskan” York 
verses Dean Ho feud ended with 
questions unanswered. Some 
say York proved to be the 
better, younger man; others in- 
sist Ho came out on top. They 
battled three times in San 
Francisco and on two occasions 




































both Ho and York were bleeding 
profusely, the kind of match 
that, according to York, he 
loves 

“1 there's no blood, it's по 
fun," said the 265 pound 
lumberjack. “I like it tough on 
the mat, 

“I grew up in Alaska and the 
lumberjacks up there are strong 
and vicious — like me,” York 
said. “Some fans say that Dean 
Ho is better than me. But, look 
at it my way. Who was bleeding 
the most? Ho! Who was carried 
out on a stretcher the first time 
we wrestled? Hol Who lost the 
second match we had? Но! Who 
chickened out of a death match 
with me? Но!" 

“During their first battle, York 
slammed Ho's head against the 
corner post and split him open, 
bringing out the blood. The 
referee stopped the match and 
awarded it to York, ruling that 
Ho was cut too badly to con- 
tinue. Ho was carried from the 
ring. 

‘Their second bout was equally 
exciting, York was disqualified 
for illegal conduct. During their 





A bloody Dean Ho. 









third battle, York failed to re- 
enter the ring to beat the 10 
count. And York blames that in- 
cident on Gomez 

It was а “lumberjack match,” 
with wrestlers stationed around 
the ring. If а wrestler ran out, 
fell out or was thrown out of the 
ring, he was to be thrown back 
in the ring by the Iumberjacks. 
That's where Gomez used his 
head. When York was thrown 
out by him, Gomez repeatedly 
knocked his head against the 
ground and threw him back in 
the ring. 

According to York, he would 
have defeated Ho had it not been 
for Gomez's interferences 

York insisted on a match with 
Gomez, to “pay him back” for 
what he did to him. Promoter 
Shire made the negotiations, 
and the contracts were signed 
‘York beat Gomez in this match 
‘when he failed to re-enter the 
Ting to beat the count of 10. 
Gomez wants another match 
with York, but the Alaskan 
wants no part of him. 

“Listen, I'm done with 
Gomez, I don’t want any part of 
him,” York said. "He'sa has 
been, He's washed up. I beat 
him and that's all there is to it. 
He should have quit wrestling 
16 years ago. Why should I ac- 
cept a rematch with him? 

“In fact, he's lucky I don't. 
‘want to be bothered by him. He 
might antagonize me enough во 
if I wrestle him again, ГЇ put 
him in the hospital for good. 

It may be the best place for him 
to rest during his old age.” 

‘Time will tell whether the 
York and Gomez, Wells and 
Wiskoskt feuds will end, and 
when they do, who will come 
out on top. 

One thing is for sure; other 
highly rated wrestlers will be 
flying in and out of the West 
Coast providing fans with lots of 
action, More feuds are bound to 
take place soon. 

If Promoter Roy Shire had his 
say about it, the remainder of 
the year will feature only the 
greatest wrestlers. If the grap- 
plers want death matches and 
matches with no rules, then 
he'll do everything within his 
power to present them. 

Tt looks like lots more action 
1s just around the corner. 
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‘The powerful Jones clamps a side headlock on Robinson. 


5.0. JONES 

‘continued from page 33 
have won all his bouts, the 
talented Jones always gave 
100% and more. Some nights he 
would be fortunate enough to 
have his hand held up in victory 
while on other occasions Jones 
may have missed an important 
victory by a split second 
miscalculation on his part. But, 
this is the thin line that separates 
the winners from the losers. Now, 
however, Jones has stepped over 
the line and is in on the winning 
side. 

"Experience is the key!" Jones 
stated. "Before I hesitated a little 
too much. | didn't think too far 
ahead in my matches and plan 
my moves accordingly. My 
opponents always seemed to be 
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‘one step ahead of me but now I'm 
making sure that | keep one step 
ahead of them. This is the 
difference between winning and 
losing. It may sound easy, but 
this only comes through 
experience. I started in this 
profession in April 1972 and now 
eight years later | feel that I'm 
starting to put it all together. One 
just never stops learning in this. 
Sport. You can learn something. 
new every day by watching the 
other matches, but now I have а 
whole wealth of experience to fall 
back on. I'm no longer a green 
rookie. Nobody is going to fool 
me inside that ring and this is 
paying off for me." 

While in the Mid-Atlantic area 
Jones has defeated Ox Baker, 
Greg Valentine, and the Masked 





Jones displays his. 
excellent condition. 


Superstar as well as a whole host 
of other top individuals. Right 
now Jones is campaigning for 
two titles in the area. 

“I've been doing very well in my 
ТУ. matches,” Jones stated. 
“The Masked Superstar holds the 
T.V. title now and unlike other 
areas this belt holds a great deal 
of weight. The T.V. matches are 
seen in six states, North and 
South Carolina, Georgia, parts of 
Tennessee, upstate New York 
and also Toronto and this takes in 
a large area. I've wrestled the 
‘Superstar a couple of times and 
he's tough. But I think I've got his 
number now. Hopefully, I'll get 
another opportunity to wrestle 
him for the title in Raleigh, N.C. 

“The second title I'm after is 
the tag team belt. Rufus Н. Jones 
and I have been doing real well 
together, and I'm confident the 
belt will soon be ours. Rufus is an 
experienced wrestler. He's well 
versed in everything and he’s 
known around these parts as the 
‘King of Wrestling.’ With the King 
in my corner you can be sure that 
we're going to take the belts from 
Greg Valentine and Ray 
Stevens.” 











Tony Atlas gets wacked by Chief Peter Мама 
аз Samoan Sika holds Atlas from behind. 


Dom DeNucci is toppling Cowboy 
Bob Duncum but notice Larry 
Zbyzsko about to Dropkick DeNucci 
in background. 
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BATTLE ROYAL 


Icontinued from page 49 


Maivia was dumped out. Two down. 
Putski and Maivia started fighting 
outside the ring but Maivia beat a 
hasty retreat to the dressing room 
tossed Atlas over the top rope. Just 
then Monsoon came to Atlas 
rescue as did Putski. Sharpe and 
Sika then came to Maivia's rescue. 
A small war was going on here. 
Across the ring Kamata standing 
on the ring apron was attacking 
Patterson, who had made Duncum 
suffer. In another part of the ring 
Zbyzsko was saved by Maivia from 
being eliminated by Goulet. Nowit 
was Zbyzsko working over Goulet. 











Pat Patterson Is being double 
teamed by The Samoans but 
Afa's Samoan Headbutt 

will eliminate Sika by mistal 





Now The Samoans were fighting 
asa team. They eliminated Tony 
Atlas. Then they double-teamed Pat 
Patterson but as Afa tried a Samoan 
Headbutt, Patterson ducked and Afa 
took the blow, which propelled him 
over the top rope. At this time 
Monsoon wandered over and Afa 
shocked at what he'd done was 
Karate Chopped over the top rope 
by Monsoon. In quick succession 
Sharpe; Rodz; Williams, Goulet and 
Scicluna were also eliminted 

Monsoon turned his attention to 
Zbyzsko who was standing on the 
ring apron feeling very safe. Across 
the ring Patterson and DeNucci 
eliminated Тог Kamata. Monsoon 
managed to get Zbyzsko back inside 
the ring but he was attacked behind 
by Duncum and with Zbyzsko's help. 
they toppled out Monsoon. Twelve 
wrestlers were eliminated, Four 
remained. Zbyzsko, Patterson, 
DeNucci and Duncum 

The four wrestlers paired off as 
teams. Patterson and DeNucci 
shook hands as Zbyzsko and Duncum 
nodded agreement to each other. 
The match resumed and all four tore. 
loose. DeNucci was momentarily 
stunned by Duncum who went to 
Zbyzsko's aid to dump Patterson 
over the top rope. It was obvious. 
that Duncum and Zbyszko planned 
to get Patterson first. 

DeNucci was alone against 
Zbyzsko and Duncum. He eluded 
them and even banged their heads 
together. But time was running out 
DeNucci stunned Zbyzsko with 
punches and then stunned a tired 
Duncum. DeNucci hoisted Duncum 
foran Airplane Spin and was 
depositing big Bob over the rope 
when Zbyzsko seeing the perfect 
opportunity, drop-kicked DeNucci 
also over the tope rope. It was over. 
Fifteen wrestlers had been eliminated 
and only one remained. Zbyzsko 
stook in mid ring, amid the boos from 
the fans. The winner of the second 
annual 16-Man Over The Top Battie 
Royal at Madison Square Garden. 

Zbyzsko said later in his dressing 
room, 1 told you I would win. | had a 
plan. It worked perfectly. I bet 
Sammartino will get green with envy 
by my getting $15,000. This is my 
year baby” 


